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The preceding eight lessons have made the Student familiar with a number of letter styles
which, because of the nature of their construction, are termed ‘‘single stroke’ styles. Future

lessons will deal with letters whose elements are made with two or more strokes of the brush, that
is "‘double stroke’’ styles.

Card writers who understand their business properly, strive for two things, legibility and
speed. They employ single stroke styles just as often as possible perhaps three fourths of the
time. Heavy face styles are chosen for the values they may offer in attractiveness plus ease of

execution. Letter styles which require great care to execute are avoided by the efficient show
card writer.

In selecting the alphabets to be included in this course of show card writing we have

chosen those which may be executed most quickly and which at the same time meet the require-
ments of attractiveness and legibility.

Our intention is to present all the best modern alphabets. The fundamental alphabets are
treated as lessons: their variations are shown in supplementary plates. Proficiency in the funda-
mental alphabets makes it easy to learn the others. and this explains why we do not require the
Student to work on any alphabets which are merely variations of the basic ones.

The first double stroke letter of the series is the Thick and Thin. This is one of the most use-
ful alphabets, and may be executed very rapidly. It is simply the Egyptian with the main bars
accented (made heavier). Lesson Ten presents Cooper, the double stroke alphabet which is used
more often than all the others combined for the reason that it is the fastest. The black and white
supplementary plates show cards which employ these two alphabets.

On pages fourteen and fifteen are shown cards of the various stock sizes. viz.: seven by
eleven inches; eleven by fourteen inches; nine by twenty inches; fourteen by twenty-two inches;

twenty-two by twenty-eight inches and thirty by forty inches. These will give the Student a good
idea of the nature of practical everyday show card work.
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LESSON NINE | |
PART ONE

The height of any double stroke style is determined by the space it is

‘ i Study the copy plate carefully in order to note the relation of the thick The expe
intended to fill, but do not employ double stroke lettering uniess the require- bars to the thin. Keep your brush well flattened out and use as few unneces- letters of this «
ment is for lettering which is more than two inches high. sary strokes as possible. Lost motion means lost time. mastering the
"
THICK AND THIN LOWER CASE 7
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Have your tall letters two inches high
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: : The experience gained frem conscientious practice of the lower case Remember to have curved strokes well rounded, straight strokes clean -_-4 ‘%—E%_,:ffﬁ_‘-" = ==
e the thick letters of this simple and most attractive alphabet will simplify the task of cut, the terminals square, and the light and heavy strokes in proper relation e e e
i o mastering the capitals. to each other. '

THICK AND THIN UPPER CASE
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LESSON NINE - '
PART THREE
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LESSON TEN
PART ONE

All letters which are finished with either square corners or sharp pointed
spurs are made with the brush flattened out to a chisel edge, and all others

with brush kept sufficiently charged so that the color flows freely from the
point.

Proceed by having your color a trifle thinner than usual, and hold
the brush nearly perpendicular. The rounded spurs, moulded so easily by
the light color flowing from the well filled point make this the quickest of
double stroke letters.
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LESSON TEN

s Bald PART TWO

1 so easily by
1e guickest of The Student has probably observed that one alphabet is “‘slower’ Rapid production of each individual style is a matter of making every
or “‘faster ' than another, according to its characteristic method of formation. stroke of the brush count. Manipulating the brush in a more or less haphaz-
! The alphabet comprising the present lesson is "‘fast’” for the reason it has ard fashion means lost exertion. Make every stroke count this is the secret
, no sguare corners. of rapid production.
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