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MECHANICK EXERCISES:
Or, the Do&rine of

PHanop-woks.

Applied to the

Compoliters Trave.
PREFACE.

N a firiél fence, a good Compofiter need be no
more than an Englyh Scholler, or indeed frarce
Jo muchk; for if he knows but his Letters and
Charaélers he fhall meet with in his Printed or
Written Copy, and have otherwife a good na-
tural capacity, he may be a better Compofiter than ano-
ther Man whofe Education has adorn’d him with Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, and other Languages, and fhall want
a good natural Genius: For by the Laws of Printing, a
Com-

1
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Compofiter s firictly to follow his Copy, viz. to obferve
and do juf} fo much and no more than his Copy will bear
him out for ; fo that his Copy 15 to be his Rule and Au-
thority: But the carelefnefs of fome good Authors, and
the ignorance of other Authors, has forc’d Printers to in-
troduce a Cuftom, which among them is look’d upon as a
task and duty incumbent on the Compofiter, viz. fo
difcern and amend the bad Spelling and Pointing of his
Copy, ¢f it be Englifh; But if it be in any Forrain
Language, the Author is wholy left to his own Skill and
Fudgement in Spelling and Pointing, &c. his Copy,
and Corre&ting the Prooves, unlefs they be Latine,
Greek or Hebrew, for to thofe Languages there is ge-
nerally a Corre&or belongs to the Printing-Houfe: And
how well other Forrain Languages are Corretted by the
Author, we may perceive by the Englifh that is Printed
in Forrain Countries.

Therefore upon confideration of thefe accidental cir-
cumflances that attend Copy, it is neceffary that a Com-
pofiter be a good Englifh Schollar at leaft; and that he
know the prefent traditional Spelling of all Englifh
Words, and that he have fo much Sence and Reafon, as
to Point his Sentences properly: when to begin a Word
with a Capital Letter, when (to render the Sence of the
Author more intelligent to the Reader) to Set fome
Words or Sentences in Italick or Englith Letters, &e.
But of this more at large in . 6.

Thus much of his qualifications: Now to his Taask.

The Mafter-Printer grves him his Copy, and direéts
him to his flanding Place or Cafe, and orders him Let-
ter fo Work withal.

If his Cafe want Papering, as all New Cafes do,
and many times old, He muft Paper his Cafe.  §. 22.
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§. 22. §. 1. Of Papering and Laying the
CASE.

THE Compoffter fends the Boy to the Maffer-
Printer, or to him that attends the Warehoufe,
for Half a Quire, or a Quire, or {fo much as he guefles
he fhall want, of good ftrong #aft-Paper, and cuts it
into fo many feveral Scantlins as the number of each
Scantlin of his Boxes in his Ca/e are; but he cuts his
Papers fo large, as each Paper may ly double in its
Box, and have enough befides to fold almoft half
way towards the middle of each Paper, and alfo e-
nough to turn up again againft the fides of each Box,
about the thicknefs of a Pica, or an Englifh, above
the bottom of the Box; and its Paper on all its fides,
except the upper fide of the Box, which, as near as
he can, he leaves no turning up of Paper to, becaufe
the tendency the whole Ca/¢ has downwards by its
a-flope pofition, the Letter in each Box tends alfo
downwards, and therefore is not fo apt to get be-
tween the Paper and that fide of the Box, as between
the Paper and the other fides of each Box: But yet
that upper fide, and all the other fides of the Box,
he Papers fo {fmooth and tight, that he leaves no
wrinckles in the turnings up againft the fides of the
Box; but if there be any, drives them carefully into
the corners of the Box, left his Letter, efpecially if
it be Small, fhould get into the openings of thofe

Wrinckles
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Wrinckles, and in time work their way under the
Paper.

Having Paper’d his Cafe, he confiders how the reft
of the Cafes in that Houfe ly, viz. into what Boxes
the feveral Letters are to be difpofed; for they are
not in every Printing-Houfe difpofed alike, and ac-
cordingly he applies himfelf to fill his Cafe with
Letter.

If a Fount of New Letter be brought home from
the Founders, the Compofiter has no more to do, but
to fill each Box in his Cafe with fo many of each fort
. as each Box will hold, and fall to Compofing till he has
emptied his Cafe; which the fame way he fills again,
and Compofes on again till the whole Fount be Set up:
But when he has no longer any New Letter to work
upon, he muft Deffribute fome former Set Forms to
fill his Cafe withal.

And before I thew you the Rules and Method of
Deftributing and Compofing, it will be neceflary I fay
fomewhat of the Cafe, and Laying it.

By the Cafe is meant, in Printers common diole&,
a Pair of Cafes, viz. the Upper and the Lower-Cafe:
They are defcribed with the moft common way of
Laying them, in Plate 2. A the Upper Cafe, B the
Lower Cafe. The Upper Cafeis devided into Ninety
eight Boxes all of equal fize; but the Lower Cafe is
devided into but Fifty fix Boxes, and thofe of four
different fizes (as you may fee in the Figure) by the
Frame and Black ftreight Lines reprefenting the feve-
ra] Partitions. The manner how the feveral forts of
Letters are difpofed in the feveral Boxes, is called,
Laying of the Cafe, where in the Upper Cafe you fee

Capital
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Capital A Ly in the uppermoft Box on the Left hand,
B C D E F G fucceeding it in that Row to the Right
hand, as far as the broad Partition in the middle of
the Cafe; under Capital A lies Capita/ HF I KLM N
O orderly fucceeding it to the right hand, as far as
the great Partition in the middle of the Ca/e: But
the Figure being plain, I refer you to it.

The Lower Cafe is not devided according to an or-
derly fucceflion of the 4/phabet, in Ranks; for thofe
Letters that are moft ufed are laid in the biggeft Boxes,
about the middle of the Cafe, That the Compopiters
hand may have the quicker accefs to them. See the
Figure.

. 2. Of Rincing a Form of Letter, in or-
der to Deftributing iz.

After the Prefs-man has Wafk’d a Form, he brings
it to the Rincing-Trough, and rears it a little a-flope
on one of the ends of the Chafe, either againft a
convenient place of the Frame of the Rincing-Trough,
or towards the Wall; for fo plac’d, the Face of the
Letter runs lefs hazzard of receiving dammage, and
the Form ftands in a proper pofition for the Compofiter
to rear a Letter-board againft the backfide of it.

The Compofiter therefore brings a Letter-board, and
puts the Face of it againft the back-fide of the Form,
and draws Form and Letter-board toward him, lean-
ing them againft his Knee till he can conveniently
grafp about the middle of the fides of the Ckafe and
Letter-board between his Fingers under the Board,
and his Thumb upon the Ckafe and Furniture: And

if

1® ’
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if the Form be not too heavy, in this pofition he lifts
it up to the Rincing Trough; but if it be too heavy,
as moft commonly it is, He lifts it up in this pofition
till he brings the upper edge of one of the long fides
of the Letter-board to reft between his Belly and
Stomach, and then fets Letter board Form and all in
the Rincing-Trough, letting the hither fide of the Board
reft upon the hither Ledge of the Rincing- Trough; that
the Form may tilt downwards.

When it is on the Rincing Trough, he gets the Mal-
let and Shooting-flick, and holding the Mallet in his
Right hand, and the Shooting-flick in his Left, he
places the Foot of the Skooting-flick (that is the thin
end of it) againft the narrow ends of each Quoin,
and knocking with the Ma/let upon the Head of the
Shooting-flick as gently as he can to drive them back,
he loofens every Quoin; and this is call’d Opening of
the Quoins, Unlocking of the Quoins, Opening of the
Form, and Unlocking of the Form.

But in the Unlocking of the Form, he obferves thefe
three Circumftances: K

Firf}, He begins at the Foot-Quoins of a Quarter,
and loofens them; then with his Fingers and Thumb
he puts them up again pretty fliff; yet not fo ftiff,
but that he can again with his Fingers and Thumb
loofen them.

The Reafon why he opens the Foot-Quoins firtt, is,
becaufe the Lezter is lefs fubjet to Squabble between
Line and Line (that is Head and Foot, the length of
the Page) than it is between fide and fide (the
breadth of the Page): For all the Letters of a Line
being of the fame Body, are all of the fame fize

in
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in their parallel bounds; and the two fides of the
Letter being generally confiderably broader than the
Thicknefs of the Letter, are held by their breadth
and flatnefs fafter and clofer together in a motion
towards the Head or Foot of the Page, than they are
a-thwart the Lines, there being generally many thin
Letters and Spaces in a Line, whofe thicknefs is very
little confiderable to their Body or parallel bounds:
So that if the Form be loofe, thofe Thin Letters and
Spaces not having a Thicknefs proportionable to their
Body to keep them in their proper Square, their Thin
Edges twift them about, and one Letter very feldom
twifts alone, but forces many others (perhaps in
fome Lines above and below it, and on each fide of
it) out of its {quare pofition.

But the Foot-Quoin being thruft up again with the
Fingers, that the Lines may joyn again after they
were knock’d open with the Ma/let and Shooting-flick,
make the Thin Letters in the Lines lefs fubject to
Squabble (as not having the room to twift about)
becaufe Opening the Foot-Quoins afterwards with the
Fingers, offers lefs violence than the fmart knock of
a Mallet.

Secondly, He holds the Skooting-fiick much aflant to
the Letter-board, fo as the Foot of it touch not the
Face of the Letter-board, left with knocking upon
the Shooting-ftick (it being hard Wood, and the grain
running downwards) the Foot fhould batter and
fpoil the Face of the Letter-board.

Thirdly, He Unlocks the outermoft, viz. the broad-
eft Quorns firft, and then with his Fingers thrufts
them pretty clofe up again, unlefs the Form he Un-

Jock
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lock be a great Letter, for then he obferves not this
Circumftance fo nicely; then the other Quoin, or
(according to the bignefs of the Form) Quotns.

Having Unlock’d the Foot Quoins, he Unlocks the
Side Quoins in the fame manner and order; and being
provided with a Pail, or a great Pan full of fair Water,
and a W ooden Difh; he takes a Difh full of fair Water,
or more, if the Form require it, and throws it upon
the Form, till he have fo well wetted it, that the
Water may fink between the Letters in the Form, to
hold and keep every Letter contiguous to its next.

Then he Opens the Quoins pretty loofe, the Foot
Quoins firft, and in Opening them he confiders the
Body of the Letter, whether it be Great or Small, and
accordingly he Opens them; for at the Foot he Opens
them about the thicknefs of the Body of the Letter:
But on the Sides not above half the Body.

By Opening, you muft now underftand removing
the Quoins, till they ftand loofe, or diftant from the
Furniture, the Body, or half the Body of the Letter.

He Opens but one Quarter at a time, viz. one of
the hithermoft Quarters, till he have well Rinc’d that,
which when he has done, with his Fingers he thrufts
the Quorns of that Quarter fiff up again, afwell that
it may be the lefs fubje@® to Squabble or Break, as
that the Water may the better be fqueezed out from
between the Letfer; when he comes to Deffribute it.

Having thus Opened the Quoins, He alfo Opens the
Furniture, viz. the Head flicks, and the Inner Side-flicks
and Gutter-flicks, if the Form have any, to make
himfelf the more room to Open the Letter: The Balls
of the three firft Fingers of each Hand he places

near
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near the ends of the Head-fick, and Opens it by ta-
king as good hold as he can of fo much of it as ftands
above the Crgfs of the Chafe, drawing the Head-flick
towards him about half the Body of the Letter.
And in the like manner he Opens the inner Side-flicks,
but draws them towards him about a quarter of the
Body of the Letter. Yet fometimes this Office is
not perform’d with the three Fore-fingers of each
Hand, but with the two Thumbs; and this is when
the Quarter of Letter ftands between the Head
or Side-flicks, and then he places his two Thumbs
near the ends of the Sticks, as before he did his Fin-
gers, and thrufts the Sticks, Letter and all, from
him.

And having Opened the Quoins and Furniture of
one Quarter, he alfo Opens the Letter, that it may
receive the Water more plentifully: He Opens the
Letter, by fixing the Balls of his Fingers of both
his Hands upon the Face, and fo thrufting and jog-
gling it from him, and drawing it towards him from
Head to Foot, and from Side to Side, and then
throws a good Difh full or two of Water upon it,
and with the Balls of his Fingers ftill rubs upon the
Face of the Letter, that by fhaking and joggling the
Letter, the Water (e're it fink through the Letter)
may the better Rince away that Ly that by the Pre/s-
mans wathing foak’d into it: And this joggling the
Letter, and throwing on freth Water he continues till
the Water that fpurts out from between the Lezzers by
this joggling, be as clear as it was when it was thrown
on, and then, and not till then, he knows his Quar-
ter is well Rinc’d: Then with his two Thumbs, one

placed
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placed on the fide of the Foor-flick and the other on
the fide of the Side-flick, as near as he can, he thrufts
both at once towards their oppofite Crg/s, and fo
thrufts the Letter and Furniture clofe up again: And
that the Letter may not be in danger of Squabbling
or Breaking, he thrufts the Quoins loofly up again
alfo.

Ashe Open’d and Rinc’dthis firft Quarter, he Opens
and Rinces the others.

The reafon why he Opens and Rinces the hither-
moft Quarter firft, is, becaufe the Water that defcends
from the hithermoft Quarters does in a degree help
to Rince the nethermoft alfo.

Having thus Rinced the whole Form, and with
his Fingers fhut it up again, he lets it ftand a little
while to drain; then grafping the two ends of the
Letter-board a little beyond the middle, with his
Fingers underneath, and the Thumb-balls of his two
Hands upon it, he fets one fide of the Letter-board
againft the bottom of his Stomach, and carries Let-
ter-board, Form, and all to the Deffributing Frame.

Then he falls to Stripping of one Quarter firft:
Taking the Quoins quite out, and laying them upon
the Face of the Letter, either on the fame or another
Quarter (if he Strips but one Quarter at once) with
their ends ftanding the fame way they ftood in the
Chafe, and in the fame order of fucceffion; then he
removes the Side and Foor-flicks to their refpe@ive
fides, clofe to the infide of the Ckafe, and again re-
moves the Quoins, laying them in the fame order
he laid them upon the Face of the Letter, upon the
upper fides of the Side and Foot-ficks, and Chafe;

then
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then, as I told you before, how he Opened the Inner
Side-flicks, juft fo again he not only opens them,
but by the Side and Head-flicks he draws or flides
the Letter from the Crojfes, that he eafily takes them
out if he pleafes; or if he have room enough to
come at the Letter without, he lets them ftay in.
Thus the firft Quarter is Stript, and fo the other
RQuarters fucceflively, in order to be Deftributed.

9 3. Of Deftributing.

The Compofiter {feeks among the Furniture for a
Riglet, a little longer (about a Pica or Englifh)
than the Line of the Page he is to Deffribute; or
elfe he cuts a Riglet to that length (this Riglet is
called a Deflributing-flick) and coming to his Stript
Form, or Quarter of the Form he is to Deftribute, he
places one flat fide of the Riglet againft the Head of
the Page, and claps the Balls of his two Fore-fingers
behind it, and the inner Joints (next his Fore-fingers)
of his middle Fingers he claps againft the ends of fo
many Lines as he intends to Take up, fuppofing it
Pica, about Seven; and prefles them pretty clofe
to the fides of the Lines: Then with the ends of the
Balls of his two Thumbs he parts that number of
Lines from the reft of the Page, by prefling gently
towards his Riglet or Defiributing-flick upon the
Face of the Letter of the fartheft Line, which, if
the Joints of his middle Fingers prefs pretty hard
towards each other at firft, eafily part, and he may
open that number of Lines fo far from the reft of |
the Page, that he may get the Balls of his Thumbs

far
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far enough upon the fhank of the Letter: So that
the prefling the Lines yet a little harder between the
Joints of his middle Fingers, and pinching with his
Thumbs the Letter hard againft the Rigler, with a
quick jerk he rears that Taking-up upon his Deftribu-

ting-flick. See Plate 23. at A.

- Having it upon his Deftributing-flick between both
his Hands, with the Face of the Letter from him, he
difingages his middle Fingers, and with his fore Fin-
gers and Thumbs holding the Riglt, and now the
Top of his Taking-up pretty loofly between them, he
turns (as on two moving Axifes) the ends of the
Lines that were towards his Right Hand, and guides
them to the Thumb-ball of his Left Hand: Thus the
Face of the Letter is turn’d towards him; then bow-
ing the inner Joynt of the middle Finger of his Left
Hand (which before preft the left fide of the Line)
under the middle of the Riglet he takes the weight
of the Taking-up upon it, which yet he eafes as he lifts,
by mounting the now Right Hand end of the Lines
a little above an Horizontal level, and deprefling
the Left Hand ends a little below; fo that now he
he has his Taking up in his Hand, with the Face of
his Letter towards him, and the Notches upwards,
he goes with it to his Cafe, and places himfelf againft
the middle of it. See Plate 23. at B.

Then clapping the Ball (or if he will take off
more than the length of the Ball) of his middle Fin-
ger of his Right Hand, of the fecond Joint of that
Finger, againft the bottom of the uppermoft Line of
his Taking up towards his Right Hand, and his fore
Finger about the middle of the fhank of the Letter,

he
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he flides or draws towards him about an Inch or an
Inch and an half of that Line upon the Ball of his
Thumb, which is placed at the Face of the Letter to
receive it: And as it comes off the Taking up, he
with his aforefaid two Fingers and Thumb difpofes
it fo among his Fingers that he gathers the Ball of his
fourth Finger under the bottom of the Letter, and
then he brings what he has taken off towards his
Sight to read; then with a fleight thrufting the Ball
of his Thumb outwards, and drawing inwards the
Balls of his fore and middle Fingers, he fpreads and
Squabbles the thanks of the Letters between his Fin-
gers askew; and remembring what Letters he read,
he nimbly addreffes his Hand with a continued mo-
tion to every refpeive Box, which his Fingers, as
they pafs by, lets a Lezter drop into, till his Taking
off be quite Deftributed.

Having Defiributed that Taking off he makes ano-
ther Taking off as before, and fo continues his Ta-
kings off till his whole Taking up be Diftributed:
And thus he Takes up and Deflributes till his Cafe is
full.

If the Form were not well Rinc’d, the fhanks of
of the Letters will be more or lefs flippery, and
with long Deffributing will make the Balls of the
Fingers and Thumb fupple, by the wetnefs of the
Letter and fharpnefs of the Ly; and confequently the
grain of the skin will be made clumfie, and thofe
Joints feeble; fo that they will not fo well faften
upon the fides of the Shank to command the Letzer,
and draw it askew, or be fo nimble at difpofing
them into their feveral Boxes.

This
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This happens moft if they work upon fmall Lez-
ter, and that old, and the Ly old too, for then the
Ly will have much Inck mingled in it: And the
Compofiter will have much ado to Rince his Form fo
clean but that the Lezter will be flippery, and con-
fequently not fpread, as aforefaid. But againft it
they may ufe a remedy, which is, to have a piece
of Allom about the bignefs of a Hafel-nut, lye in
one of the Boxes of the Cafe; for by feeling that now
and then, the dilated pores of their Fingers are again
contratted, and fit to do their office: For by the
greafinefs of the Letter, the grain of the Skin of the
Fingers were fo dilated, that the Compofiter could not
fo actively draw the Shanks of the Letters askew, as
aforefaid.

The Compgfiter, if conveniences fuit, chufes to
Deftribute his Letter over Night, that he may have
a dry Cafe (as he calls it) to work at in the Morning,
becaufe Wet Letters are not fo ready and pleafant to
pick up as Dry; and befides are apt to make the Fin-
gers fore, efpecially if the Ly be not fo well Rinc’d
from the Letter as it thould be. In the Winter, when
he Defiributes in the Day time, he commonly brings
the Lower Cafe, when full of Letter, to the Fire to
dry, rearing the farther fide of the Ca/e a little up-
wards: And when it is well dryed, he fets it again
upon the Frame.

T4+
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9 4. Of Compofing.

The Compofiter now addrefles himfelf to Compofing :
And looking a little over his Copy, to fee how it
pleafes him, for he runs different fortunes, either of
good or bad Copy, viz. well or ill writ, if it be a
Written Copy, or much Italick, Latin or Greek, or
Marginal Notes, or few Breaks, &c. for this he likes
not in his Copy: But a Printed Copy, or a fair Writ-
ten Hand, and full of Breaks pleafes him well, and
is by Compafiters call’d Good Copy, Light, Eafie Work;
when the former they call Bad, Heavy, Hard Work:
And if a Price be already made for a whole Book,
the Good and Bad is done at the fame Price.

If the Meafure be already made, that is, if he was
already upon that #ork before, and his Compofing-
Slick be fet to the Meafure of that Work, he needs
not, or muft not alter his Compofing-flick: But if his
Meafure be not made, he muft unskrew the Sérew
of his Compofing-flick, and flide the Cheeks nearer to,
or farther off the Head of his Compofing-flick, till he
have exactly fitted his given Meafure.

If it be a Printed Copy he is to Work on, and
his Work muft run Line for Line with his Copy,
he then without more ado, Sets or Compofes the
fulleft Line he finds in his Copy, and flides up the
Cheeks of his Compofing-flick, and pinches that Line
between the Checks and the Head, till it ftands
as ftiff or hard in the Sticé as he intends to
Fuftifie all the reft of his Lines: Then fcrews up

the Compofing-flick.
Jufts-
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Fuftifying (in Compofiters Language) is the ftiff or
loofe filling of his Stick, for if it be fillI'd very ftiff
with Letters or Spaces, they fay it is hard Juftified,
if loofly, they fay it is loofe Fuflified.

Having the Meafure fitted, he places the Galley on
his Upper Cafe on the Right Hand, for thofe Boxes
are feldomeft ufed, becaufe in them are placed on-
ly the Latin forts, or fometimes the Small Capitals,
Aftronomical Signs, &c.

He places his Ga/ley fo, that the Left Hand corner
of the bottom of its Frame ftands lower upon the
Cafe than any of the other Corners, for in that po-
fition the Letters at the end of every Line ftand fafeft
from falling, as leaning towards the reft of the Page.

Some Compofiters ufe Viforums, as is defcribed in
Plate 2. at i. Therefore pricking the point of the
Viforum moft commonly upon the Border or Frame
of the Cafe on the Left Hand about the &-Box, they
fold the Leaf of Copy they Compofe by, fo as the bot-
tom of it may reft upon the Square-Shoulder near the
bottom of the Viforum; then with two pieces of Sca-
board tyed together at one end, they clafp both the
Copy and Viforum between thefe two Scaboards, which
two Scaboards pinch the Copyand Viforum faft enough
to keep the Copy in its place, and at the fame time
alfo ferves for an Index to dire&t the Eye to every
Line, as the Compofiter moves it downward.

After this preparation, the Compofiter falls to Com-
pofing. But firft reads fo much of his Copy as he
thinks he can retain in his memory till he have
Compofed it, as commonly is five or fix words, or
fometimes a longer Sentence. And having read, he

falls
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falls a Spelling in his mind; yet fo, that his Thoughts
run no fafter than his Fingers: For as he fpells A,
he takes up A out of the A Box, as he names n in’
his thoughts, he takes up n out of the n Box, as he
names d in his thoughts he takes up d out of the d
Box ; which three Letters fet together make a Word,
viz. And; fo that after the d he fets a Space: Then
he goes on to the next #ord, and fo Compofes on,
Setting a Space after every Word till the Words come
to the end of the Line, for then he fets no Space.

When he Compofes the Letters he holds the Com-
pofing-flick in his Left Hand, placing the Second
Joynt of his Thumb over the moving Chkee4 of the
Stick, and the end of the Ball of his Thumb reaches
down to the bottom of the Cheek and Stick; fo that
with the end of the Ball of his Thumb he gently
prefles the Letter clofe to the Cheek, and keeps the
Letters tight and fquare together, as he places them
in the Stick fucceflively. See Plate 24. at A.

And as his Eyes are very quick in reading his Co-
py, and in fhifting its Vifual Ray to the feveral Boxes
he is to have a Letter out of, fo is his choice what
Letter to take up very fudden; for though the Box
be full of Letters, yet in an inftant he refolves and
pitches his Fingers upon that one, which for its po-
fture and pofition his Fancy reckons lyes moft com-
modious for his immediate feizing. For pofition, he
generally chufes that which lies uppermoft, becaufe
it is readieft at Hand to fnatch up: And for pofture,
that which lies with its Face towards his Right Hand,
becaufe catching at the Letfer near the Face-end of
the Shank, he by an accuftomed fleight, in his Fingers

while

-
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while it is coming to the Szic, difpofes it fo, that as
the bottom of the Shank goes directly forwards, to-
wards the bottom of the Stick, fo the Notch of the
Letter fhall alfo be placed upwards.

Moft Compofitersufe a Compofing-Rule, Wthh isonly
a piece of a Brafs-Rule cut to the length of the Mea-
Jure, with a fmall Ear left at either end, to take it out
by when the Line is full, and to lay it upon the Com-
pos’d Line, to Set fucceflively a fucceflion of Lines
upon, till the Szick be full.

This Rule is very commodious to Work with,
becaufe the Lezter flides eafier and fmoother down
to the Back of the Stick, than it will upon a Line of
Letters: Befides, the Letters Compos’d on it ftand
ftreighter and truer in Line, and are lefs fubje& to
Hang, than thofe Compos’d on a Line of Matter; un-
lefs with a Riglet (as that they many times do) they
rub pretty ftrongly along the Line they have Com-
pos’d, which is a labour more than needs, and the
lofs of fome time to make the Work more un-
pleafant.

Having Compofed one Line, if it ends with a #Word
or a Syllable and a Divifion, and juft fill the Meafure,
it needs no more Fufifying; but if the Line conclude
not as aforefaid, then he puts a Space more between
every Word, or fo many Words as will fill up the
Meafure pretty ftiff, viz. Fuflsfie the Line. But if the
Line be not yet Fuflified, he puts another Space
between every Word, or between feveral Words, till
the Line be Fuflified: So that here is now three
Spaces, and ftrictly, good Workmanthip will not
allow more, unlefs the Meafure be fo fhort, that by

reafon
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reafon of few Words in a Line, neceflity compells
him to put more Spaces between the Words. This
often happens in Marginal Notes, where the White
between #ords is often as great or greater than be-
tween Line and Line.

Thefe wide Whites are by Compofiters (in way of
Scandal) call’d Pidgeon-holes, and are by none ac-
counted good Workmanfhip, unlefs in fuch cafes of
neceflity, as aforefaid.

And as Lines may be too much Spaced-out, fo
may they be too clofe Sez: It may be accounted too
clofe Sez when only a Thin-fpace is fet between
Words, efpecially if no Capital Letter follows the
Thin-[pace or Point go before it. Thin-fpaces being
intended and Caf only that the Compofiter may Fufti-
fie his Lines the Truer, and not to ferve for conve-
nient diftin&tion between Words; yet do fome Com-
pofiters too often commit this error, rather than put
themfelves to the trouble of Spacing out a Line,
where many Spaces muft be ufed to Space it out.

A good Compgfiter takes care not to Set too Clofe,
or too Wide; for if he Set too Clofe, and fhould
happen to leave out a Word or two, it will give
him a great deal of trouble to get thofe Words in;
Nay perhaps when he comes to a Brea4 he drives out
a Line, for which Line perchance he may be forc’d
to Over-run all the Pages that are Set forwards upon
that Matter. And if he Sets too Wide, and he
chance to Ser a Word or two twice over, he may be
forc’d to make Pidgeon-holes e’re he come to a Break,
and then perhaps his Break is got in too, and his
Page a Line too fhort, and he forc’d to Over-run feve-

ral



216 Mechanick Exercifes. Se&. XXII.

ral Pages e’re he can drive that Line out. As I thall
farther thew you when I come to the [ of Cor-
refling.

In Fuftifying his Line he takes great care that it do
not Hang: It is an unproper Term, yet grown in-
to Ufe, for when the Letter ftands askew, and not
dire¢tly Square, they fay it Hangs. New Letter is
moft fubjeét to Hang, efpecially if not very fmooth-
ly Dreff; Becaufe the leaft Bur, or fharpnefs of its
Angles, may catch in the Burs or Angles of the
Letters that ftand next them, and fo make them
ftand aflope, and one Lezter ftanding aflope is very
fubje@ to make all the other Letfers in that Line
ftand aflope too. Therefore if he find his Lezter
Hang, while his Line is yet /logfe, viz. Unjuftified, he
gently with the Ball of the Thumb of his Left
Hand, thrufts the top of the fhank of the Line
where it Hangs, moving the Letter fomewhat from
him, towards the farther end of the Stic, and with
the Balls of the two Fore-fingers of his Right Hand
pats upon the Face of the Letter, till he have got
them into an upright pofition. He moves or
drives the top of the Shank of the Lezter from him,
becaufe generally the placing the Ball of his Thumb
on the top of the fhank of the Letter when he Com-
pofes (as was thewn before) is fubject to draw the
Letter askew towards him, but that his care com-
monly prevents it: Yet if by chance the Line thould
Hang from him, then he with the Ball of his Thumb
as aforefaid, draws the Letter towards him, to fet it

upright.
Here
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Here is now one Line Compos’d: And as he Com-
pos’d that Line, fo he Compofes Line upon Line till
his Stick be full: When his Stick is full, he Empties
thus; He lays his Stic4 down upon his Lower Cafe,
with the bottom of his Stic4 againft the hither Ledge
of the Cafe, and the Face of the Letter upwards;
being provided of a Riglet juft the Length of his
Line, he lays his Riglet againft his laft Line, and
places the Balls of his two Fore-fingers behind the
Riglet, near the middle of it, if the Line be not too
long, and then only as near the middle as he can to
command it with his Fore-fingers; and he places the
Balls of his Thumbs againft the firft Line in his Stick
as far below the Face of the Letter as he can, and he
places firft the Joints of his middle-fingers againft the
Sides of the Letter at the two ends of the Line, fo as I
fhewed you he did when he was Taking up his Letter
to Deftributeit; and in this pofture pinching the Lezter
between his Thumbs and his Fore-fingers, and
and fqueezing his two middle fingers towards each
other, he leans the Letter in the Stick almoft flat
upon the Riglet: But if his Lines were Hard fuftifi-
ed, he cannot perhaps with the firft leaning the Lez-
ter back get them clear out of the Stick, therefore
he again wriggles the Stick of Letter forwards and
backwards, till he gets them quite out. See Plate
24. at B.

Having gotten them out, and in this pofture faft
between his Thumbs and Fingers, and the Letter
leaning almoft flat upon his Riglet, he directs both
his hands together to his Ga/ley, and nimbly claps
that Stick of Letter down into the Galley; placing the

firft
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firft Line clofe and upright againft the lower ledge of
the Galley, and the begining of his Lines clofe and
upright againft the left hand Ledge of the Galley, and
then difingages his Fingers and Thumbs, and leaves
his Riglet ftanding in its place till he have occafion
to ufe it in like manner for the next Stick of Letter.

As he Set this Stick of Letter, {fo he Sets on till his
Page is Out, Remembring after the laft Line of every
Page to fet a Direction: That is, he Sets a Line of
Quadrats and at the end of it the firft word of the
next Page, or if the Word be very long and the Line
very fhort, two Syllables, or fometimes but one of
that #ord. And if it be the Firf? Page, viz. the firft
Page of that Shcet, he Sets a Signature about the
middle of the Line, or rather a fmall matter nearer
the end than the middle is, (becaufe when the
Sheets are wrought off and gather’d, they Collation
fomething quicker: The Collationer not being forced
to prick up with his Bodkin the corners of the Skeer
fo high to fee the Signature: which in a long train of
work faves time.

If it bethe Firf? Page of the firft Sheet of a Book the
Signature is A, if the firft of the fecond Sheet B, if the
firft of the third C, and fo fucceflively till he come
to W, which is always skipt, becaufe the Latin
Alphabet has not that Letter in it; but next V follows
X Y Z, fo that if the Book contain above three and
twenty Sheets, the Signature of the four and twentieth
Sheet muft be A a, if five and twenty B b; till in like
manner he run through the Second Alphabet, and
comes to the third, fourth, &c. ftill as he begins a
new Alphabet adding an a.

To

. o — ——
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To the fecond Page, or any other Even Page,
he Sets no Signature, but to the Third which is an
Odd Page he does, viz. A 2. The Figure of 2 isno
part of the Signature, but is only an adjuné to thew
the Book-binder the Second Leaf of that Sheet, that
he may the furer Fuo/d the Sheet right.

If it be a Folio Sheet he cannot fet A 3 in a fingle
Sheet, becaufe it has but two Odd Pages in it; but if
they be Quir’d Sheets, that is, two, three, or four
Sheets Quir'd together, he muft fet A 3 in a Foli,
though not in the Firft, but Third Sheer of that
Quire. But no wife Compofiter, except he work on
Printed Copy that runs Sheet for Sheet, will be wil-
ling to Compafe more Sheets to a Quire than he fhall
have a Fount of Letter large enough to fet out, unlefs
he will take upon him the trouble of Counting off his
Copy: becaufe he cannot Impofe till he has Ser to the
laft Page of that Quire; all the other Sheets being
Quired within the firft Skeet, and the laft Page of the
Quire comes in the firft Sheerz. But when he Com-
pofes Quir'd Work, the Signature of the firft Page is
A, the Signature of the Sheet Quir’d next within the
firft Sheet is A 2, the firft Page of the next Quir’d-
Sheet A 3: So that the Signatures of all the Sheets
in the firft Quire is A, A 2, A 3, &¢. according to
the number of Shkeets Quired together. The fecond
Quire begins B, B2, B3, &. The Third Sheer
C, &e¢. according to the number of Quires. This
is called Printing in Quires. Now to return.

If the Form be Quarto, he Sets under the Fifth
Page Signature 3. If Oétave, he fets alfo under the
Fifth Page Signature 3. and under the Seventh Page

Signa-
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Signature 4. If Twelves, he fets alfo under the Fifth
Page Signature 3, and under the Seventh Page Sig-
nature 4, and under the Ninth Page Signature g, and
under the Eleventh Page Signature 6. The Rule is,
that all Odd Pages thould have a Signature, if they
ftand on the Our-fide of the Sheet; and the reafon
for the Rule is, that the Gatherer, Collater and Book-
binder may the readier lay Sheets right, if they be
turned wrong. This Rule is not among Compofiters
fo well obferved as it ought to be: For in Quarto’s
they not only leave the Signature 4 out, but rarely
put in Signature 3.

8 5. Some Circumflances a good Compofiter confiders
and obferves in Compofing.

A good Compafiter is ambitious as well to make the
meaning of his Author intelligent to the Reader, as -
to make his Work fhew graceful to the Eye, and
pleafant in Reading: Therefore if his Copy be Writ-
ten in a Language he underftands, he reads his Copy
with confideration; that fo he may get himfelf into
the meaning of the Author, and confequently con-
fiders how to order his Work the better both in the
Title Page, and in the matter of the Book: As how
to make his Indenting, Pointing, Breaking, Italicking,
&ec. the better fympathize with the Authors Geni-
us, and alfo with the capacity of the Reader.

Nor does a Compofiter the leaft thew his skill in the
well ordering and humouring of a Title Page,
which, becaufe it is the firft Page of a Book, we
fhall begin the Compofiters Confiderations at.

He
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He, as aforefaid, judicioufly reads his Tt/ Page,
and confiders what ##ord or Words have the greateft
Emphafis in it. If many #ords precede the Em-
phafis, he confiders whether it be beft to make one
or two Lines, or more of them, by eleting a Body big-
ger or lefs to Set the precedent Matter in, and whe-
ther any of thefe Lines ought to be Indented, either
at one end or both, viz. Sez in the middle of the
Line. And what Words of Emphafis come in that
precedent Matter; that he may Set them either in
Capitals, Roman, Italick, or Englyh; and at laft
bring the great Emphafis, which is generally the
Title or Name of the Book in a Line by it felf, and
juft fill it if he can; which he has fome helps to do,
by the great Bodied Letters of the Lower Cafe, or elfe
by Capitals, Roman, Italick or Erzg/ /]1, of a proper Budy,
Wthh beft pleafes his fancy, or is in prefent mode.

If this Word of great Emphafis be Ser in the
Lower Cafe, yet he Sets the firft Letter a Capital, and
he Sets no Space between Letter and Letter, but
between #ord and Word he does, if there happens
more than one #ord in that Line: But if that Word
be Set in Capitals, he chufes to Sez a Space between
every Letter, and fometimes he Sets two Spaces,
yet that is rather to drive out the Line.

If he Sets but one Space between the Letters in a
Word, he Sets three Spaces between Word and Word:
And if he Ser two Spaces between Letter and Letter,
he Sets four Spaces betwen Word and Word, as well
to give a graceful appearance to the Eye, as to make
a Vifible and proportionable diftin¢tion between
Word and Word.

He
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He alfo confiders what #4ites to Set between his
Lines; as either a Line of Quadrats, and of what
Body; or (if his Title Page be large) but a Scaboard:
and at laft Fuftifies his Page in Length, either by
adding more #hites (where they may be proper) if his
Page be too fhort, or by taking out or diminifhing
W hites if the Page be too long: And this he does by
altering the Body of Whites, for if a White-line be
Englifh, he may take it out, and in its room put in
Pica, Long-primmer or Brevier, according as he finds
he has Run out; yet this he does with Confideration,
where more or lefs White is propereft.

But the mode of ordering Titles varies; as may
be feen by comparing the Title Pages of every
twenty years: Therefore a Lafting Rule cannot be
given for the ordering them: only what has been
faid in general concerning Emphafis, and in particu-
lar to humour the Eye, the Compofiter has a conftant
regard to.

When he is to Work upon a continued Series of
Matter, he Sets the Title of the Chapter or Seétion in
a bigger Body and different Character than his Maz-
ter is Set in; as if the Matter be Set in Englifh Ro-
man, he Sets the Title in Great Primer or Double
Pica Italick, but the Words of Emphafis he will Ser
in Roman, and varies the Character for them as well
in the Title, as he does in the Matter.

If his Title be fhort, he Sets it in the middle of
the Line, by Setting Quadrats on both fides: If his
Title be long, he Sets the middle Line in the mid-
dle: If it make three or more Lines, he Indents the
firft with an m Quadrat, and the other with two

m an—
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m Quadrats. Before his Title he fets a White-line,
viz. a Line of Quadrats, and fo he does after it; but
with regard to what the bignefs of the Body of the
Letter the Title is Set in, Runs out; for thefe Whites
muft be fet of fuch Bodies (bigger or lefs) as will
make the difference of the Body the Title is Set in,
a juft number of Lines with thofe of the Body the
Matter is Set in, becaufe the length of the Page, as
aforefaid, muft be Fufified. ‘And he always fore-
cafts to put rather more than lefs #4ste before the
Title than after it; becaufe the Tit/e has relation to
the Matter of the Chapter or Setion it is Set to, and
therefore ought not to be fo diftin&, as from the
precedent Chapter or Seition.

After his Title, he begins his Chapter or Section with
a Two-lin’d Letter, or Three or Four-lin'd Letter,
but Indents it not. He begins his Chapter or Seition
with the firft Line in the Stick, unlefs his Stick be
very Deep, or his Two or Three-lin’d Letter {mall,
becaufe it may elfe reach above the top of the Stick,
and fo hinder him from filling up Lines to the Body
of the Two or Three-lin’d Letter.

After the Two or Three-lin’d Letter, he Sets a Ca-
pital Letter of the Body his Matter is of, and Indents
all, thofe Lines that are to fill up the Great Letter
with an n Quadrat.

He cannot ufe his Compofing-Rule (mentioned in
the foregoing part of this q[) till he have filled up
Lines to the Body of the faid Great Letter; becaufe
his Compofing-Rule is too long to go between the
Great Letter and the Head of the Stick: but then
he ufes the end of a Rigler to rub along the Lines he

has
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has Compofed to fmoothen them, and fo Set on till
he has filled up the whole Body of the Great Letter,
and moft times fomewhat above it; which Letter
he afterwards Fuffifies with Small Bodied Quadrats,
or with Scaboards or Cards, or with any or all of
them till the Great-/letter ftands even with the num-
ber of Lines that it Indents, and afterwards ufes
his Compofing Rule, and Sets the fucceeding Lines
to their full Length.

If it be a great Wooden Letter, he begins his
Chapter or Settion with, it is moft times too Dee
for the height of the Checks of his Stick; therefore
he Fuftifies his Stick-full juft to the breadth of the
Wooden Letter with Quadrats or Quotations, and Sets
on between thofe Quadrats or Quotations and the
Head of his Stick, as I thewed before, till his Szick
be full of Lines; which Lines he Empties, leaving
the Quadrats or Quotations in his Stick, to ferve, as
before, for the fucceeding Stick or Sticks, till he
have Compofed Lines enough for the Depth of the
Wooden Letter.

As he Sets on, he confiders how to Point his
Work, viz. when to Set , where ; where : and
where . where to make ( ) where [ ] ? ! and when
a Break. But the Rules for thefe having been taught
in many School-books, I need fay nothing to them
here, but refer you to them.

And as he confiders how to Posnt, fo he confiders
what proper Names, either of Perfons or Places, he
meets with in his Copy, as alfo what Words of great
Emphafis, and what Words of fmaller Emphafis,
what Obfolete Words, and what Foreign, &e.

When
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When he meets with proper Names of Perfons or
Places he Sezsthem in Italick,if the Series of his Matter
be Setin Roman; orin Roman if the Series of his Matter
be Set in Italick, and Sets the firft Letter with a Ca-
pital, or as the Perfon or Place he finds the purpofe
of the Author to dignifie, all Capitals; but then,
if conveniently he can, he will Ser a Space between
every Letter, and two or three before and after that
Name, to make it thew more Graceful and Stately.
For Capitals exprefs Dignity where-ever they are Sez,
and Space and Diftance alfo implies ftatelinefs.

Words of great Emphafis are alfo Set in Italick,
and fometimes begin with a Capital Letter: If the
Emphafis bear hard upon the Word to be expreft as
well as the Thing to be expreft, it ought to begin with
a Capital. 1 fhall bring for inftance an Obfervation
I made above forty years ago on the Word #4at, viz.
that that Word may be reitterated five times, and
make good Senfe: If it be fet thus it will feem non-
fenfe, that that that that that; but if it be Se# thus,
that that That that that Man would have ftand at
the beginning of the Line fhould ftand at the end;
it will, by toning and laying Emphafis on the mid-
dlemoft That become good Senfe. Now all the
thats ought to be Sez in Italick, and the middlemoft
That ought to begin with a Capital, becaufe it is
both the Thing and Word.

Words of a fmaller Emphafis may be Set in the
running Chara&er, viz. Roman, if it be the Series of the

. Matter; or Italick, if Italick, but begun with a Capital:
Inftance in the laft Sentence, That which exprefles
both the Thingand Word, &¢. Here Thing and Word

both

3
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both bear Emphafis, though not very great, and
therefore ought to be dignified more than thofe
Words that precede or follow thofe Words. Yet I
know fome Authors are now fo nice to mark both
the Word Thing and the Word Word in Italick.

After a . though not at the end of a Brea he be-
gins with a Capital.

When in Compofing he comes near a Break, he for
fome Lines before he comes to it confiders whether
that Breat will end with fome reafonable White;
If he finds it will, he is pleas’d, but if he finds he
thall have but a little fingle #ord in his Break, he
either Sezs wide to drive a Word or two more into
the Break-line, or elfe he Sets clofe to get in that
little Word, becaufe a Line with only a little Word
in it, thews almoft like a W hite-/ine, which unlefs
it be properly plac’d, is not pleafing to a curi-
ous Eye.

Nor do good Compafiters account it good Work-
manthip to begin a Page with a Break-/ine, unlefs
it be a very fhort Break, and cannot be gotten in
in the foregoing Page; but if it be a long Brea#, he
will let it be the Direétion-line of the fore-going Page,
and Sez his Direftion at the end of it.

Indenting after a Break (unlefs it be the end of a
Chapter or Seétion) is an m Quadrat, (more or lefs is
not proper) Set at the beginning of the Line: But
when Verfes are Indented, two, three or four m Qua-
drats are ufed, according to the number of the Feet
of the Verfes, but moft times according to the fancy
of the Author.

Englifh obfolete Words he Sezs in the Englifh Cha-

rater,
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ralter, the firft Letter, if the dignity of the Word
require it, as aforefaid, with a Capital.

Foreign Languages he meets with in his Copy, if
the Mafler Printer have them in his Houfe, he Sets
them in the proper Character; if not, the Author
" muft write them in the common Chara&er, and
the Compofiter Sets them as they are written.

That I may be the lefs unintelligent to the Reader,
I will inform him that in Printers Diale&t (as in
this laft Paragraph it is ufed) Language is under-
ftood Letter: For the Compofiter does fay, 1 fhall
ufe a Word or two of Greek Letter, or Hebrew Let-
ter, or Saxon Letter, &c. but I fhall ufe a word
or two of Greek, a Word or two of Hebrew, Saxon,
&ec. fo that the Word Letter, is in Compofiters Dia-
le&, underftood by naming the Language.

If Indentures inftead of Marginal Notes come in a
number of Lines, he Indents his Stick, as I thewed
you he did for a #ooden Letter, leaving a conveni-
ent White between his Matter and Indenture, and
then again Indents his Stick to Set the Matter
that comes in thofe Indentures, allowing a reafona-
ble White between the Top and the Bottom of his
Indenture, and then Fuffifies it up to an exa& number
of Lines, as he did the #ooden Letter.

If Marginal Notes come down the fide (or fides,
If the Page have two Columns) he chufes to Ser
them in on the Stone, rather than in his Galley; be-
caufe both his Page and Notes ftand fafer, being
cloathed with the Furniture, than they do when
they ftand Naked in the Ga/ley. Therefore I fhall
fay nothing of Marginal Notes till I come to Impofing.

Some
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Some other Circumftances (according as variety
of Work does happen) a Compgfiter may meet with;
but by what has been faid upon this and feveral
other Trades, the Ingenious (as they occur) may
eafily confider how they are to be performed.

Nor (as afore was hinted) is a Compgfiter bound
to all thefe Circumftances and Pun&ilio’s, becaufe,
in a ftri@ fenfe, the Author is to difcharge him of
them in his Copy: Yet it is neceflary the Compofiters
Judgment fhould know where the Author has been
deficient, that fo his care may not fuffer fuch
Work to go out of his Hands as may bring Scandal
upon himfelf, and Scandal and prejudice upon the
Mafler Printer.

9 6. Of Tying up a Page.

We may remember the Compofiter has yet a
Page in his Galley: This Page muft be Tyed up with
a Packthred Cord, courfer or finer according to the
bignefs of his Letter and Page: For Small Letter,
which rarely is ufed to great Pages, he chufes a fine
Packthred, ftrong and limber; but for great Letter
and great Pages a ftronger that will better endure
hard pulling at: Wherefore he feeks a Cord for his
purpofe, or elfe takes fo much off the whole Quos/
as will ferve his turn, and taking the end on’t in
his Right Hand, lays that end about an Inch within
the Direétion-line, and a little lower than the mid-
dle of the Shank of the Letter, and holds that end
there clofe with the two Fore-fingers of his Left
Hand, then he flides his Right Hand along the

. Cord,
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Cord, ftraining it as ftiff as he can along the right
fide of the Page, and turns it about the Head of
the Page as clofe down to the Ledge of the Galley as
he can, and fo flides his Hand over the Cord till he
draws it about all the fides of the Page: and when he
comes to the firft end of the Cord, he doubles up
that end fo as it ftand above the Face of the Let-

,ter, and whips the Cord over that end, that the

end may not flip; then he twifts part of the re-
maining Cord about his Right Hand, and grafping
his Left Hand Fingers about the Disrection Corner
of the Page, as well to hold the end of the Cord
from flipping, as to keep the Page tight in its pofi-
tion, with his Right Hand he pulls the Cord as
hard down the fide of the Page as he can; and
keeping the Cord ftraining, whips it again about
the Head and other fides of the Page, and fo again
about all the fides of the Page, keeping it ftill ftrain-
ing; and always as he comes to the Right Hand fide
of the Page, pulling hard, and taking care that it
flip not: Having whipt the Cord twice about the
Page, he holding two of his Left Hand Fingers
againft the Direétion-corner upon the Cord, that it
flip not, with the Ball of his Thumb of his Right
Hand, and the Balls of his Fingers to affift, thrufts
againft the oppofite diagonal corner of the Page,
and removes 1t a little from the Ledges of the Gal-
ley, that he may with the Nail of the Thumb of his
Right Hand have room to thruft the Cord whipt
about the Page, lower down upon the Skank of the
Letter, (to make room for fucceeding whippings
of the Cord, and then thrufts or draws the Page

clofe

3
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clofe to the Ledges of the Galley again; then whips
the Cord again about the Page (as before) till he has
whipt it four or five times about the Page, taking care
that the feveral whippings lye parallel to each other,

not lapping over any of the former whippings.
Having whipt the Cord four or five times about
the Page, he with his Bodkin or the corner of a
Brafs Rule (which lies beft at hand) faftens the Cord,
by thrufting a noofe of it between the feveral whip-
pings and the Right Hand fide of the Page, clofe up
to the Direttion-line, then draws the lower part of
that Noofe clofe up to the very corner of the Dire-
¢tion-line, that it may be the better faftned between
the Page and the Whippings: Then, if his Cord be
not of a juft length, he cuts it off from the reft of
the Quoil, leaving fo much length to it as that the
end of it may ftand upright an Inch or two above
the Face of the Letter; the reafon will thew it felf
when we come to Impofing. Then he removes the
Page pretty far from the Ledges of the Galley, to fee
if the Whippings lye about the middle of the Skank
of the Letter; if they lye too high, as moft com-
monly they do, he thrufts them lower with the
Nail or Nails of his Thumbs. Then (if the Page be
not too broad) he places his Fore or Middle Finger,
or both, of his Right Hand on the Right Hand Side
of the Page, and his Thumb on the Left; and
bowing his other Finger or Fingers under the
Head of the Page, he rears up the Handle-end of
his Galley with his Left Hand almoft upright, and
fo difcharges the Galley of the Page, by delivering
it upright into his Right Hand. Having his Page
upright
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upright in his Right Hand, at the Head, he claps
the Fingers of his Left Hand about the Foot of the
Page, upon the ends of the Lines on the Right Hand
Side of the Page, and his Thumb on the Left Hand
fide of the Page, with the Palm of his Hands to-
wards the Face of the Letter, and fuch Fingers as
he can fpare bowed under the Foot of the Page,
turning the Page with the Face of the Letter from
him, and letting it reft upon the infide of his Fin-
gers, under the Right Hand Side of the Page, and
fo goes with it to the Correcting-[tone.

But if the Correcting-fone be full of Forms or other
Letter, as many times it is, then before he begins
to Tye up his Page he provides a Sheet of Wafte
Paper, fuppofing it a Quarto Page, and doubles
that Sheet in four, and while he has the Page up-
right in that Hand (as aforefaid) he takes that
doubled Sheet into the Palm of his Lef# Hand, and
claps it againft the bottom of the Page, and turning
his Left Hand outward, receives the Page flat upon
the Paper on the Palm of his Hand: Then with his
Right Hand grafps the Sides of the Page and the
Sides of the Paper, which turn up again above the
bottom of the Page, and fets it on a Letter Board,
or fome other board in a convenient place under
his Cafe. He places that Page on the Left Hand the
Board with the Foot of the Page towards him, that
the other Pages that are in like manner fet on the
Board afterwards, may ftand by it in an orderly
fucceffion againft he comes to Impofe them.

If it be a large Folio Page, or a Broad-fide he has
Tyed up, he cannot take that into his Hands, be-

caufe
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caufe it is too broad for his Grafp; therefore he car-
ries his Galley, Page and all to the Correcting-fione,
and turns the Handle of the Galley towards him,
and taking hold of the Handle with his Right Hand,
he places his Thumb and Ball of his Thumb on his
Left Hand, againft the infide the Head-/edge of the
Galley, to hold it and keep it fteady, and by the
Handle draws the Slice with the Page upon it, out
of the Galley, letting the S/ice reft upon the Corre-
&ting-flone: Then he thrufts the Head-end of the
Slice fo far upon the Correcting-fione, that the Foor
of the Page may ftand an Inch or two within the
outer edge of the Correcting-flone; and placing his
Left Hand againft the Foor of the Page, in the fame
pofture he laft plac’d it againft the Head-/edge of the
Galley, he draws the S/ice from under the bottom of
the Page, and leaves it upon the Correcting-flone. See
Plate 25. at A.
9 7. Of Impofing.

Impofing is the placing of the Pages that belong toa
Sheet,with the Chafe and Furnitureabout them, in fuch
an order as when the Sheez is wrought off at the Prefs,
all the Pages may be Folded into an orderly fucceffion.

There are four Polumns in ufe that are different-
ly Impofed, viz. Folio, Quarto, Oftavo and Twelves.

The manner of Impofing thefe Sheets will be plain-
er reprefented in a. Table than by many words;
therefore in Plates 26, 27, 28. I have given you
Drafts of each Volumn, both Firft and Second Form,
viz. White Paper and Reteration; as you may fee
noted over each Form in the Plates. For Example,
the two Forms in the Folio Sheet: In the Firf# Form

you
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you may fee 1 on the Left Hand and 4 on the
Right, which fhews that the Fir/# Page muft ftand
on the Corretting-flone on that Hand, and the
Fourth on the Right Hand, with the Foots of the
Pages towards you ; and fo for'all the other Forms.
The number of the Page belonging to each Sheer
is marked in what place it is to ftand on the Stone
in the C4afe, and the Figures of thofe Numbers are
placed with their Head and Foot upwards and
downwards, as the Heads and Foots of the Pages
mutft ftand in the Chafe. '

The places of thefe Pages for all Polumns the Compo-
fiter has always in his memory, yet has he a help if he
remember the places of but the firft half of the number
of Pages of each Volumn: For if he knows the place
of the firft Page, the Page that ftands next it muft be
that number which makes one more than the number
ofall the Pagesin the Sheet. For Example, in the Folio;
next the Fir/t Page ftands the Fourth Page, 1 and 4
added makes §, viz. one more than the number -of
Pages in the whole Sheet. See Plate 26. Again, Inthe
Twelves Volumn next the Firf# Page ftands the Twenty
Fourth, 1 and 24 added makes 25: Next 2 ftands 23,
which added makes 2 5, v7z. one more than the number
of Pages in the whole Skeet. This is a help, and a cer-
tain Rule for placing the Pages of any Volumn, if
he knows but by memory the places of the firft half
number. See Plate 27. Thus you will find an Even
and an Odd Page ftand together.

The other Polumns, viz. Sixteens, Twenty-fours,
Thirty-two’s, are but the O&ave’s and Twelves dou-
bled, or twice doubled and Impofed in Half-Sheets.
For Example, The Sixteens is two O&tavo’'s Impofed

on
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on each fide the Skort Crofs; the Twenty-fours is two
Twelves Impofed on each fide the Long Crofs, and a
Thirty-two’s is four Oétavo’s Impofed in each Quarter
of the Chafe. And thus they double a Volumn as
oft as they think fit. But as was faid before, they
are Impofed on each fide the Crofs, or in each Quar-
ter of the Chafe, as the Volumn that is doubled or
re-doubled is Impofed in the whole Chafe.

In Half-fheets, all the Pages belonging to the
White Paper and Reteration are Impofed in one Chafe,
and are plac’d, as you fee by the Drafts (in Plate
28.) of Half-fheet Forms. So that when a Sheet
of Paper is Printed on both fides with the fame
Form, that Sheet cut in two in the Short Crofs, if
RQuarto or Oftavo, and in the Short and Long Crofs,
if Twelves, and folded as Oéfavo or Twelves; the
Pages (I fay) of each Half-fheet thall follow in an
orderly fucceffion.

Having premifed thus much, he takes up the
Pages he fet by on Papers in an orderly fucceffion
when he Tyed them up, grafping the edges of the
Papers that ftick up on both fides the Page tight,
that fo the bottom of the Paper may ftand the
ftronger againft the bottom of the Letzer, to keep
it from falling out; and bringing it thus to the
Correcting-flone, he gets the two laft Fingers of his
Right Hand under the Head of the Page, but not
under the Paper fticking up about the Head of the
Page, keeping his other two Fingers and Thumb
on the fides of the Page, and flips or flides his Left
Hand, fo as the Palm of it may turn towards the
bottom of the Page; and rearing the Page up on

end
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end on his Right Hand, he difcharges his Left to
take away the Paper behind the Page; then he grafps
his Left Hand about the Foot-end of the Page in the
fame pofture that his Right Hand grafps the Head-
end. And having the Page thus between his Hands
with the bottom of the Letfer towards him, he
dire¢ts both his Hands to the place on the Stone
where the Page muft ftand, and claps it down on
the Stone fo nimbly, that the whole bottom of the
Page comes all at once to the Face of the Stone,
left otherwife he endanger the Breaking, Squabbling,
or Hanging, &c. of the Page. And thus he fets
down all the Pages of the Form: which having
plac’d in order and rank, as before I have thew’d in
the Drafts of each refpetive Volumn, he lays the
Chafe about them; and (if he have not a Form
already Dreff) feeks out Inner Side and Head-flicks
of fuch a thicknefs, as with the Cr¢/s may make
a Margin between the adjoyning Pages convenient
to the Volumn and fize of the Paper.

If his Side or Head-flicks be a little too thin, and
and he cannot find any to his intended thicknefs, he
puts a Scaboard or two between the Head or
Stde-ftick and the Crofs, as well to have more Margin
as to commode the Prefs-man (if occafion be) when
he makes Regiffer, as I fhall further thew when I
come to the Section of the Prefs-man.

Then he feeks outer Side and Foot-flicks, his Side-
SHicks of the exatt length of the Page, or a Scaboard
fhorter, or he cuts them to that length, that the
Foot-flick Bear not againft the end of the Side-fick,
becaufe then the Lester will not Rife; for the

Foot-
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Foot-flick muft be a little longer than the breadth of
the Page, that it may fhoot beyond the end of the
Side-flick.

Then he fits the Chafe and Furniture at Side and
Foot, with Fore and Hind Quoins, and takes off the
Cords from the Pages, as fhall be thew’d by and by.

But if Marginal Notes come down the Side or
or Sides of the Pages (for if there be two Columns in a
Page, the Marginal Notes may come down both
fides) then, before he fits his Foot-flicks he fets a
Scaboard the length of the Page, againft the fide of
the Page the Notes come on, and a row of Quota-
tions almoft down the length of the Page, or fome-
times but one or two in a place at convenient
diftances, to keep the Lezter of the Side of the Page
upright, according as he finds his particular Notes
ftand near or far afunder, and afterwards fits his
Foot-flick. Then he Sets his Notes, commonly
between the Clecks of his Stick, which for that pur-
pofe are fitted to the Meafure of the Quotation: And
having Set them, he places them in the proper pla-
ces where they muft come in, and with Quotation
Quadrats of proper Bodies, fuftifies them up, feeling
(at laft) carefully and cautioufly ‘at the Fooz, that
they be neither too foft nor too hard fufified to the
length of the Page.

Now if he have a Chafe, or Form, or Furniture al-
ready Dreff (thefe feveral phrafes are ufed, though
they all fignifie the fame thing.) If he have (I fay)
a Form Drefl, that is, if he or other Workmen have
been Working on the fame Wor#, i. e. Book, before
he ufes one of the Wrought-off Forms, and having it

on
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on a Letter-board, Rinc’d, as was thew’d in 9 2.
of this Section, he places it on a Bench or Joint-ftool,
on that Hand that ftands moft commodious with
that end of the Stone he Impofes on, and fo as there
may be a correfponding pofition, with the Form
Wrought off and that Impofing, viz. that the Firft
Page (and confequently all the reft) of the #rought
off Form ftands on the fame Hand with the Firf
Page of that Form that is Impofing.

Then taking out and laying the Quosns in their
proper places, as I thew’d when he Stript the Form,
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