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In laying out the plan for this work the various wants of

American designers and decorators have been carefully consid-

ered in the selection of materials from various styles. The
Alphabets are, with but few exceptions, original productions, and
are intended to illustrate and embody the progress made in the
art of lettering up to the present time.

The few plates which illustrate styles of established and fixed
forms have been taken from standard foreign works, and modifi-
cations have been introduced in order to adapt them to American
taste.

It is believed that, in variety and value of contents and
manner of execution, the present work surpasses anything
which has heretofore been attempted within the scope of a
work of this character and price,—the use of colored plates

especially permitting the introduction ot many useful and 1m-

“portant features.

It will be observed that a great variety of styles are repre-
sented, from the simple, easily executed alphabet, for the general

lettering of plans, etc., to the most elaborately decorated fancy

capitals for the engraver or lithographer.

T ——

It is believed that the capitals in various styles which are
introduced, executed in colors, will prove acceptable to the
illuminator, sign-painter, and lithographer, as well as to the

architect for the lettering of competition plans; while the

plates of topographical work in color, it is hoped, will find
appreciators among civil engineers, surveyors, and landscape
gardeners.

Attention is particularly invited to the carefully prepared
designs of the arms of the different States of the Union, which
have been inserted in order to give completeness to the work

and make it of the greatest practical value to decorators and

designers. The latter designs are the first authentic repro-
ductions in color of the arms of the thirteen original States,
and they can be depended on as absolutely correct, having been
copied from the paintings deposited by the States themselves
in Independence Hall, Philadelphia. The arms of the other
States and the Territories have been prepared with the aid of
the respective State and Territorial authorities, and may be
considered therefore as accurate as a careful and conscientious

investigation can make them,
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