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ART ALPHABETS
AND LETTERING

By J. M. BERGLING

This work deals on the subject on
broader lines than found in other
publications. Much of the text,
usually found in other books and so
ably covered by éreat masters of the
art, has been eliminated in order to
furnish much more real Material
in Designs. It maybe justly termedan

Encyclopedia of Lettering

I[ts aim 1s to interest, help and inspire
"NGRAVERS, COMMERCIAL ARTISTS,
ENGROSSERS, SHOW - CARD WRITERS,
PAINTERS AND ARCHITECTS,
AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS.

The contents include the most important

Standard Alphabets and such Classics as are in

most demand. Many of the new introductions ot

desisns are the contributions ot some of America s
best known artists, making it altogether
1 most interesting and fascinating
album.

o Y i

ENLARGED FOURTH EDITION 1925

COPYRIGHT BY J. M. BERGLING, 1914, 1918, 1823
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Method and Mediums for the Show Card
Writer, With Pertinent Examples

By WirLiam H. Gorpoxn, Los Angeles,

One of America’s foremost authorities on Lettering

Aside from the individual qualifications as a letterer the chief requisite
of the show card writer is “Speed” and to this end, letter styles have been and
are still being devised that can be made fast enough to accomplish the amount
of work that the present day craftsman is called upon to complete in the average

day’s work.

If the show card man still copied the styvles and methods of lettercratfters
in producing hand lettering it would require the services of four or five work-
men to accomplish in the same time that which 1s now done by one.

The evolution of reading characters (letters) is mainly responsible for the
record breaking bursts of speed displayed by the show card man. \Whereas
most of our predecessors used carefully drawn or modeled “Upper case” or
capital letters in most of all of their copy. We of today have by necessity de-
vised certain stvles of lower case or small letters that permit of greater speed
in execution. These changes have occurred gradually, and for the most part
their individuality in appearance is caused by the mediums employed in their
production. For the major part of this work, certain styles of lettering brushes,
pens and other materials have been devised which are specially adapted to the
rapid semi-automatic rendering of the elementary principles envolved 1n these
styles. These tools in turn have proven the logical possibilities of designing new
letter styles or making acceptable modifications of existing styles, both of type
and hand lettered origin.

The study of letter forms based on various classifications such as Printer’s
Gothic, Roman, Italic, Text and various others should receive careful attention
by the student. The ability to distinguish these classifications in devising a style
best adapted to certain needs is one of the prime requisites.

I'he ability to draw these characters does not qualify one as a letterer, espe-
cially from the show card writer’s viewpoint, which is “Quantity first.”

There are at least half a dozen methods of producing letters by hand, of
these, but two can be considered ; namely freehand modeled, and written.

Why the maker of show cards is called a show card writer, is from the
fact that most of his lettering is really written, so called because it is produced
by the single stroke method much the same as writing regardless of whether a
bush or pen is used or the characters are slant or vertical.

A capable workman must be able to rapidly

P rie produce a fairly good re-
semblance to erther upper or lower case

t | . j Hmnaﬂ, l'”r;(_'k, Or so called l’t‘iT]If_'l".-J
Gothic, or Italics with numerals to match either case, by the

Also 1 i single stroke method.
Also he must be able to do this with either a brush «

it lettering pen, depending

on the size of the space to be occupied by the copy. Lettering pens can be used

with much greater facility than brushes, especially due to the fact that to
cesstully and rapidly manipulate a brush one must accustom himseli to the ab-
sence ot the feel of contact with the writing surface which is apparent in using

a pen or other devices of a like character.

s1C-

o

Further: the selection of brushes for this class of
gent consideration, likewise the preparation of the colors

proper covering quality, adhesive nature and of a consistency best calculaf

hold the brush mn proper chisel form while flowing freely thereirom.

There are various brands of ready-to-use show
market, they are all good for the purpose intended.

sired or a greater variety ot colors needed, a sel

gmunr_l n water and the addition of sufhcient
cl

inary mucilage added thereto will act as a binder,
of glycerine to any water color or tresco colors will
prevent cracking and help the flowing qualities, the

little personal experiment to meet the desired results, bu

sents what 1s known as show card colors.

The brush question, outside of certain brands ot so called one
card Dbrushes revolves itself into a question of individual requirem
workman usually finds that better satisfaction can be obtained by choosing brand
of manufacture that bear the approval of practical workmen. 1lhere are
kinds of brushes, simply made to sell, which usually find a qui
. the waste basket after a try out. Cheap brushes are the most expen

all experimental purchases.

A selection of lettering pens for the smaller worle 13
of the stub variety called round writing pens are genera
names. and all have their particular use. Of these we
Hunt’s No. 400 line of wlich there are eleven sizes,

. . : I -, [Pt 14- . “Esld
to Text stvles of lettering. [talic marking alphabets and
= S 0 ¥ i : Ly Y | r - '.,'.1 ke ) irr .=]|.“ 'ILME‘L VeI
These pens bemng flat chisel shape produce heavy down stroke ob abse 1 |
i 3 e poe e Fess Tele top rieht and: on 4he
width, lieht or hair lines on lateral up strokes from lett 1 gt B
: s impossible to condense

horizontals, used the full width ot the larger sizes 1t

! 1 > letters tu eioht values, but 1t
the spacing and give the letters full weight vall £ space 13
I lements, a beautiiul

' 2 u . g Tt W LTt i 3 ':'|1'.;5.r: Ll
available in which to make full round ovals and othe

sufficient space 1S

copy can be made with these pens.
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For pens that produce even width strokes lhrr_m;_:'lmuqt in the production
of bold face display lettering there are two styles of the Speedball, round and
square points, each fitted with fountain retainers, these may be used more suc-
cessfully by the beginner or amateur than most other styles. It has been remarked

that anvone who can letter with a pencil can operate these pens.

A new comer in the lettering field is the “Romitalic” so named for its
performance or single stroke or modeled Roman and Italic letters, its advantages
lie not alone in producing these most beautiful of all reading characters by the
free hand single stroke method, but it works successfully on either smooth or
rough surface papers, mat board, etc., using either ordinary lettering ik, or
heavier than ordinary white ink or show card colors too heavy n pigment bodyv
to flow from other pens. It will also work in Japan colors on wood, tin, enamel
or glass, being built on a flexible basis the gradation of accent runs from a
hair line to one-eighth inch wide on the strokes, which allows either expansion
in spacing or correct individual elements in the more condensed form, these pens
also come 1n graded sizes.

— -}-

Fig. 1 represents a rapid single stroke letter made with a No. /7 Rigger
brush. Size of original 8x12.

Fig. 2 a mixture of the elements of Text and Roman characters. Quick
single stroke construction with No. 10 Rigger brush, suitable for semi decora-
tive headlines, etc.

Figs. 3 and 4 with the speedball pens, size 6x8.

Figs. 5 and 6 display a characteristic Roman and Italic letter, single stroke,
originals 7x10 in. with Romitalic pens.

Together with the specimens of show cards these examples were all pre-
pared, not with a view of displaying faultless display of lettercraft or carefully
drawn models, but to illustrate method and medium of production at a daily
working speed required of the average show card writer.

To successfully acquire this ability one must first practice on and culti-
vate a freedom of arm movement, much the same as prescribed by teachers
of penmanship, using the elements of lettering in place of the elements of pen-
manship but in the same degree of visual, sub conscious, arm and finger action.
By visual we mean first: a fixed image of the subject in the mind’s eye, which
requires a well defined mental image of that which vou attempt to produce.
Therefore hap-hazard attempts or indiscriminate practice should be avoided.
Always remembering the fact that a successful show card writer writes the
letters and does not draw them.

WILLIAM H. GORDON.

Roman Variant

BRUSHABLE
ab Cdefghij
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1254 Rosedale Avenue, Chicago, U. S. A.
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By J. M. Bergling

By J. M. Bergling
11th Edition

4th Edition IN TWO VOLUMES
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day requirements. Original and strictly up-to-date. They are ;
il | ) , classified for the various purposes they are intended for. For f -
- Ever put in one cover for the use of ENGRAVERS, your AUTOMORILE, your WATCH, vour STATIONERY. ApDpro- , - SIS -

; e - ) ) priate Designs to be embroidered on vour LixgEN., For PainT- 4] g . —
CoMMERCIAL ARTISTS, SHOW CARD WRITERS, EN- | 5o Anvihing!  Students. Srafesstonals 6o sk a Tover af ; .

GROSSERS. PAINTERS. ARCHITECTS and ScuHooLns. | this fascinating Art give continuous testimonials of their '3 : —— =
‘. ? ’ delizght and appreciation. : : .

. ‘ = Vol. 1, 8x11. 64 plates. Cloth, $2.75 - —
America’s foremost Artists have contributed to this ! - -~ i

b - - % s - T . .9 . R yy « - e
' work making it one of the most interesting and use- Artist S Speclal Edition” in Colors | : = g=="
ful albums ever printed. This beautiful book of 32 plates is the only book of the kind 8
. ever published, Sheowing a wonderful selection of NOVELTY v
| | 1 MoxocrAMS and NEw LCREATIONS., [flan't fail fo pef Lhts, .,f
8 x11. 96 pages. Cloth, $2.75 | Vol. 2. PaperCover . . . . . . . . . $1.25 3

These two books bound in one (Cloth) . . . 3.75

“ORNAMENTAL DESIGNS “HERALDIC DESICNS | ’
AND ILLUSTRATIONS” AND ENGRAVINGS” )

By J. M. Bergling By J. M. Bergling

For the Workshop, Studio and Library
Brimful of CrEsTs and CoaT oF ARMS, STATE SEALS
of U. 5. FraTErNITY EMELEMS., RArRE ENGRAV-
INGS out of print. Beautiful studies for the Engraver
and Art Lover. A collection of a lifetime. Key and
text on the origin of Heraldry.

!” &x 11. 68 plates. Cloth, $2.50 | 8 x 104, 72 plates. Cloth, $2.75
| ¥
|

This is a handy reference book for all who find
themselves in need of material in MoTIFS for DECO-
RATIVE DEsicNs, ANTIQUE and MODERN. STUDIES
in ANIMALS, HuMmax Ficure, FLoweERrs and thou-
,I' | sands of interesting and useful subjects.

-

oy e, L

Add 15 cents to above prices to cover cost of delivery

| | BERGLING’S PUBLICATIONS
| | are sufa at Wholesale and Retail Booksellers, Material Houses or direct from Publisher
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