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From the Editor:

The Ministry of Education in Iceland is introducing italic
handwriting in schools. That is the result of pressure from
teachers who were dissatisfied with the style they had, a
copperplate-based business hand.

A group of Icelandic teachers who are interested in experimental
teaching of italic formed a working party last year, They were
interested in the method and asked Briem to put together
instructions that could be used with children by teachers who had
little or no experience with italic.

The members of the working party initially paid for the printing
out of their own pockets. Dr. Gunnlaugur S.E. Briem donated

his work. The scheme has been very well received. Letters of
support have come in from handwriting experts in many parts of
the world, Education authorities in other countries have suggested
collaboration.

This year the Icelandic method was cited for excellence by the
New York Type Directors Club. It is now on exhibit at the Leipzig
Book Fair under the banner “Best designed books from all over
the world”. The French Ministry of Education has recently
brought out a large study, compiled by Jean Larcher, (Les Outils
de I’Ecriture leurs Usages Sociaux. Comité sur I’Ecriture,
Ministere de I’Education Nationale, Paris, 1985) on excellence

in lettering. It shows only one example on the teaching of
handwriting to children, the Icelandic method.
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Visit the Barchowsky Fluent Handwriting site
<bfhhandwriting.com>



Teelandic  NEWS
Theseetion. i

The leetamdic system is in three parts The first is a set of teaching aids thet, dead
With o, mevement-based approwch to ibnlie. A Substomtiod part of them is shown in
this issue. It is supported by n compunter program for ohitdren amd o side lecture
with n voute, tapt for the teachers. The second is o, stt 6f copybovks for varions
stnges of skill. The third, sti iw progress, is a, repair mammal. it fends with ana-
lysis o handwriting problems and their remedies.

| thanvk Rasematy Sasston, who knows more abont teaching hamiwriting to
childiren tham practiceityy o bomy. | thamk Chartes Lehmam, whose expertise
on the structure of presentation amd curricuiwm hms been vwnluok lo i tins
projeet. | thamk Liliame Lirgat for her fascinmting descourse on devetopment
o metor skiks in chalslren. | thavk. Aam Swamson, who gave up lrge chumks
6F his Lonston veation to et my text.

The methorl, of temching ntve that s shown i this 1Ssue)is used v seletted,

sohovls i oelandl. It is run by the Working Party for Expetimental teaching

of Untic Handwriting amd coordinated by srs Hilda, TorfadoninX 1t is & part

it is & part of o Mindstry 6f Education scheme for the introduction of italic X if you hawe comments on ouy

hampmriting w veland. project or owr appronoch o it
We Would, ke to hear fromy
Lontion, 30 Angust | 9 gs. You: operimw @ gmaid.com

Lave- By

This issie WRS Wridten, lmstraced, and, designed, at the Setond Hand Press
21 Shepherds Bush Rowd,, London We 71X ©1985 Gunmlauger SE Briem.




Here's gour very first exertise. it is important. For most of the chiddren, it is their
m First opportunity) to train their hands for Writing. vb Wil miso Show yow immedineely
how far thewr mator sRills are developed and what their specific needs are.

~ Writing paper
Size.

(T

Teeth in combs and SIS mmke,  Begin bif ARMONSTIAING 10 the olRss how trfutd a, shest three times. Orddnmry tp-
ERSY 2] 20] EXEXOASES: g paper is fime. When Yo open the folls, yon ave divided i in eight horizon -
tal arens, enoh pust wnaer four centiymetres mgh (that's mbout ar imoh ama o

0 Next, on the bimokbrard, show them what to do. They showld ful the awen be-
twvetn the top fotd, amd, the second folo with 2ig2ags. The pastern showid be as
1 even as possible. The top points should go high enough to towoh the top fotdl.

Q They shoutdl nat go akove it. The Saime goes for the lower points. They should, stop
/WWWWVW\: j on the second, fol. 100 high

” too low too tight
Some faudts that yow :
HOW do You move the pen from  may expect from e
here .. thws exeruse. start iny the. —
e_‘a" Wrong place
$ .-to here? 7 fomit is repented

Lovk at the point you're goung

towards. (When you try to Now, show the: chikdren how to make the, second, line. it is the same as the first,
catoh o bodl that has been except that this time the 1op points of the setondl line shauid, touch the lower
thrgwn, o Yo, You, levkat I points of the first. One line fokows another untit the sheet s been, fied

ws i fves through the mir, White the chiddrery are working, watk about in the classroom and, watch
ot at your hamds.) Let the how they g akout it. You must-make sure that ad 6 them understood what you asked
pen o, find s own Wy them -t do.You may expett to have to explain the exertise a few times: making the
Try this out a few times amd, B

ymlu see MLM | mean. HOW TO TRACE
If the first exercise o too diffi- 4
tudt, cadd i the Manrtims.
4
2
r_Y

It is easy Stop immeriateny Move the pen stde-
begin Withy if yow loseyour wagyy WS anl go o,

= _—




texture as even as possible amd the lines aif the waw to the folds but not across them. )

Plense remind, them that they showld, nat hurry. @
Some of the children will ot master the exercise the fust time they try. Ex-
plainy U agriny ot the blackbomrd, am let them, give o amother try. You witl soon

s Who needs help. Next, mtroduce them, to the Martian. He is easier. The teeth shoutd

be carefully droamwiv. They oam be long or short but they must ail be whmistnkably i his The making of a. Martion
month. The. cotlar must touch his veadl.. Sorne. chitdrern hawe to dram Martions in droves

before the cam firdsh il be dane with the 2ig2ag exervise thivs we began, with.

A simvple scribble A8 oy imvpartamp tradwing
method,

Then, o more mplicated scribble for tracing =

Chitdren who are defemted. by the Martiary coam try simpler exercises. They can
probak by draw teeth ints n S or teeth into a comb. But What cam you do for a child,
that cannot even trace his own zigzags? He mmy be bright and, shirp, even i the
the coordination of his and, anl eyes is terrible. He' i, need, some. encourngement
Srom you first of adl. His exervise sowldl be made into a gume. Let him make o,
simple scribble of s own Andl trace it im vavrious cotowrs. After o few sucoessful at-
tempts, you Can ask for a more complex Scribble. From, there, work towaris comis,
SAWs ana, Monrtioms.

When You have taken your pupits throwgh the pen skitls exervises, you hawe tamghe
them a great demt. They now ke how 10 aimy the. pen ama, take it to a pring wherts
they wamt it to Go-They hawe lerrned how to trace. (st important, they have mon
seen what kine of Work you with expect of them as you teach them how to write.

T_‘

Imaggine thivt You e begining to learn to Write. You would, agree that it is o tompli-
oattd, business-You have to make sense o an alphabet that is unfamidion to you.
Where are Yon, supposen to begin 2 How exactly are yYow Supposen to hamade o pen?

What do you do When something goes Wramg 2 You, compare Your Wriing with the
et to see where the difference lies. Netordy thae, you miso hawe to understand,
Whatt you, swowldl, ko didferently next tome. CHyon womt, to pit thas to the test,
try WILIng yowr onm naame il Arkic-for instamee..)

Yo lemrn mavements oy making them.To MASTEr & Imovement, careful repe-
the part ff the centrmd nervous systém that tkes care of movement prefers
lenrn thangs.

We lewrn Writing by exervise. At the outset, owr methad uses o ot of tracing,
Sority anal oSl g ain aoal, again. What mewers mst is the elementary
trining of hamad and, eyes. The children need, reasonable control, over their
hamds mnd to develop that, we give them pasterns (and lter, lerters ) to trace.
Thatt is hawd enaugh. They showld nat: hawerto struggl with a mottel, phaitt at ©
the spme time. They will hawe plenty of opportunity for that later. At the
entliest stage, tracing showld be as nadural as writing.
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These pictures nre meat to be

phatocopied. To make the exer - Playful exercises
cises more diffionlt, Stick strps Chitiirren, lemrn, pen, skibls ensity by trawing pagterns. This appronch, teaches the)
o paper on the pritern. You oan

The plctares shown here are one fourth of Working séze).

movemEnt first. At the outset,they o not need to think wuch, abont the lester-
shape. ThAL is provided, by the pastern,.

ﬂ' | —

Alsd Make porterns s your oWz,




Fiyst skills

The exercises are i tWo parts. One teohes the first pen skills. Whenever we can, Ne make
it ity @ game.The other is o Set of Wriking exercises. They ate movement-based, (on Which
mete dsewhere) and, fits groups of leners together by famidy likeness

Now, letus lovk at detadis. First, chitdiren must lerrn to contrat o pen. (When | Sy

pen, of cowrse | adso meam pencit, biaokbomat chadk, Craomy andl, if it comes to 2’ éZl ZD
thaw, o lump o cowd.) Hand, control is ot ms nagurad to chitdtren as pesple sften
thimk: Even mamy auits wave trouble Araming a line from A to B. There are, how-

ever; eady ways of tenching it to the chilgrer.

The rote of the furst 2ig2ag exervises is to tench hant controt. They aléo hetp  imke swre the chidaren nse the
Chifdren develop o sense of form amat proportion. Children, are detighted t dis-  right movement when, they trace
wver that from- here-to-here-to-here-amd-baok-to-there' makes & triangle.  the triamgles.

A gumne.  Repttitious movement exercises oan be deaddy auil. | probably need not
teil yjou how teaching foves when the ohiddrery yawn, Soratoh themsetyes and, Watch
the clock The EXeHIET protures are/ there for photocopying. Use them. Make your
own.

Cittle).  +How do you MA & ortde ? (Keep theee povnts im mgndb. First; you must
Start oy the top. A tirvle that beging at the bottamy doesn/t count: and, please donk
let it be Shaped ke am ovtopus. Sevonat, it is ot finished, unless it oloses. At-a cer-
N Bje it IS ot very EnsY for & ohild to Steer a pencit back 1o the place whertit
sw.mm,mmmmw/mm;mmm
The Chigtren whe are lemming this e enough trouble over right and lefr,
50 dorit bother With the term counter-clokwise. Here's am easier way: when you Q
oy o virshe, thimk f the pen as an arrow. A right - hamded, ohild makes it go
Sforwmrl, w left- hamder puds & back.. At this stage, lWFt-hamded ohitdren neet a
kit of hetp. Make swre that they grip the barrel Wigh enough. They cannet see
what they are domg if their fingers go ints their line 6 vision when the circe
is whout to be closerl. Tht's ensugh a- this stage. Later, we'th tadk apout exer-
0isES for Wrating the, roumdt lesters - how to make ovads amd, how to join them,.
PhatsTopy the faee) of Orville, the fa boy. Chitdren have no end, of fun dran-
ing ciroles on i

Triomgpies  Draming feathers on owr falcon is o, paindess Wy qf mastering
the w-triamgle. (Treat it With respect; it is & natiomad symbel in leelamnd. Port-
Iy this one may be, but that goves us reomfor mare feathers.) Make sure that
the chitdren use the right, movement ty draw the triamgles.

The same gues for the sondes of the flrandler. Trace them many times. Use
ool onal try different pens amd, pencids. The object of these exerciges i to
tonch movements. Troding mlows the child; to practise them withsnt Worrying Orville Cov; if you prefer, Hevbert
whout the-form wh the same Yime. or Irving or whatever name you
You oo ust the fadcon amat the flounder in v number ffwass. Vany the like,) gets a preposterous skir con-
exervises. When the children have wsed them for & whate,, you can make dukion. Sometimes the spots are
them move demantiing and, move useful. SR pleces of paper mthe prtern  lurge and, sometimes smad.
here amdl, thert before you phato copy- This Wi Yow cam abter thetask.to suit  Sometimes they turn yetlon ang

S




Hovking the wrist is & bas
Shouldt never be abeve the line.

Pusting the pen between, the
wnddex finger andl, the mindie
Finger often hetps to get rid
o writing crampp.

How to hold a pen

Some people wilk quite happily hotd, & pon iny manw strange ways. | do not. think that it
mamers a great dewl how ow grig it I You like & ana your writing is all, right | see no
important reasotvto change it. it is & bit of & novelty to hotdl the pen the way we do
oday. Untit, fifty yenrs ago, most handwriting books taught the copperplate grip:
padim down amet sl four krnuekles up.

i my opinion, the mast seriows consequence of a bad grip is writing cramp. it has
been the first consideration in our appronch to pen hotd.

How £ form the prinaty §rip.
First, join the tips of the thumb
omal, middie finger.

Next, put the pen i the cleft
_between them.

Then, lay the waex finger on
wp of the pen. The index fir -
ger pushes pgrinst the thumb
ol mida finger.

The primary grip  Of cowrse, children do not instinctively know how to hold a pen.
Temohing them is youwr pob. Let's look &t how you form the primary grip. Retax your
homat. Join the tips of the thumb and middie finger comfortably. Put the pen in the
cleft between them s that the bawrrel is dose to the knuckle of the first finger. Layj the
index finger on the pen. Notice that the index finger pushes against the thumb amnd
mwadide finger.

The hand showinl lie o s side and, on the hatf- curled, listle finger: The wrist
should, be more or less straight. The hand, shovdd never be above the writing line amd
Write downwards as left- hamders dften do. We dead with that provlem in the sec-
tiow on left- handedness.

T0 Your aauit hiund, the primary grip Witk probably feel inflexible. it is meant ondy
Sor ciddren, who do not et haye higly-developed motor skidls. You don't put a, seven
-year old. on a full-sized, bigycle.

The grown-wp grip  As chitdren grow, the proportions of their hands change. Chitd -
rem adso begiry to Write faster and to hold the pen differentty.

The grown-up grip is quire different from the primary grip. The thwmb is now higher
on the bartel and, pushes agrinst the first and, second, fingers. This, however, inoreases
the damger §f Writing cramp. i that begins, the tasiest remedy is to return to the
primary grip. The thiumb moves down to meet the middie finger and stays there
vmtih the cramvyp has faded anmy.

M



The Grown-up grip is mot corwenient for beginmers. it is, weyer, excellent for writ -
ing quickly-The hame, must kawe a certain firmmess for the grown-up gripto be
Suitnble, but it is onby usefud wy o, hamd, that has developed some discipline. O
Howtodoit  Make swre that the ohiddren hawe the right pen hotd at the begin-
ming of every cass. Of course, some of the less- noco mplished, chitdren wilk not re-
tain i for long- That neent, not Worry You. They are alright as long as they know how
w proper grip is formed. They can thew stort using it When they nre ready.one bad  inthe grown-up grip the thumh
Wi, however, yow must stup before) i takes holdz the pen barrel must never lie.  pushes against the, furst and,
paradlel to the thumb. It is not switedl, to the demanming controt of pen movements.  Second fingers.

Mamy chidren grip the pew so furmiy that the fmgers bend backwards. This need,
1ot Worry yow. The finger joints of children are very flexible..

Some, people recommend, that children use thick. pencids t begin with. | do notbe -
lieve this hetps. | hawe yetto see its practiont benefit in w olassroom. Try it outfor
yourself : give the chidiren n choitt. Of those that | hawe cbserved, most chose thin
barreds, swon os ball point refirls,

Aiwns try to Reep hasdlyf o, few triangudon virw L fengrps t stide snto @ pen bar-
ret. They ane remarkadbly wseful for teaching @ govd, grip. Triomguiar pencils hawe
their sufprises, two. Chidaren dont need these things althetime. In ench class — Trangular pen grips are useful
there are usuady a few who do, amd, they Wonb ail need, them o the same Ao  TEavhing ails.

L — | 4
{/l/(/l/l/l/l/\/ — @ @@ Fast soribble exervises often hetp

Writing cramp  is &, Serious problem. it is caused by misplaced. concentration. First,
the hand, tightens its grip on the perv. Then, the tension spreads wp the arm, wnd, Some -
times affects the muscles 6 the shoulder and banok-When this happens, begin by sovth-
ing the ohital. Remvima himy from time to time to relax his grip. Make sure the grip
is correvtty formed, thaw the tips 6f the thumb amd midate finger form a oleft.
Use fast seribble exercises to lovsen the toncentration: horizomad and Vertical 244 -
2045, Spirads to the left anal to the right. This cam take seme time, but it is time wetl
Spent. Let the chilth Wiggle his hamals. Ssme suggest that the ohild, stamd up for a
moment. He Should put-his paims filrt on the wesk ama bera, the fingers back. by
lonrung gentty Sfsrward on-them.
Kthis is not eneugh, You, cam use the between- the-fingers grip. Nestart as we dist
With the primary grip- The tips o the thumb ana, miadtte finger should it trgether
comfortwbly- The pen is then put between the first and second fingers, and the chitd
con begin Writng again. This methot, has giver goort resutts. Most chitdrery who use
i oan go on to the grown-up grip With therest of the class. Afew even prefer to Keep
it .
i other remedies fait, then try the tape method. Let the chitd, form a primary
grip, but without & pen. Then, tpe the pen ¢ the top of the index finger. (Mask.-
ing tape is tnsier 10 wse than cellophane tape.) OF course, this Won't do for long,
but this way it is possible to out through the, problem. At this stage, the tension
ardl feelings of incompetence mre often more digfioust to dead with tham the g
mevhanits of-the grip isets. But Keep in mind thit- the tape methon mustve
wattl, a8 v game rather thaw o, punishament. Chiddren who suffer this kit of The tape method can help i
stress gften needt medicdd help. severe cases of Writing cramp.
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AS W Writing exerise, Hus vs
worthless. It is ail right for prac-
tising the first pen skills but
hot very useful after that. At the
next stage, the Writing exertises,
uneven 2igzngs thar stams o

Tetl the children, not to hiurry.

Afew unes o careful writing
can make a og dufference.
Pages of scribble ave wortless.

Fluent itnbie is remankably close,
to the umble 21428

Writing

The business hamnd, that Undie s to replace has o fifficuit movement pattern.owr
methot, of tenvhing wnbic is built on o, movemeny, paetern that is very easy to
] [

master.
HHHHHHHHHH A

The MIWNSTIIkeS support the letters.They shovld siamt sig thy amat bens even as o
pitket fence. in the 2igzags that follow, the downstrokes are much more importamk
tham the ups trokes.
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The rght kinl o upstroke comes automationtty when the downstrotees are con-
nected without lifting the pen. on the whote, the upstrokes take tore of them-
setves if you twke care of the downstrokes.
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This 28244 vs mwre dememiding tham thefirst e (When we wsed, folded paper).
The downstrokes shoudd Wil hawe the slant, they should be s the sume height
and, they showld, be evenly spaced on the tine.

Al — 77T - it

The eriter exercises trainett the hmma amd the eyes to work together. They deatt
Witk the ddscepling thavt 1§ necessary before Writing. When you have gone through
them, Yo, ane ready for the nextstage.

The Writing exerdises come next.You stilh use the 2igzag, which Shoutd have an
even texture anil must be Wruten Stowty. The Slant manters,; the downstrokes
showid tile & bit t the right, perhaps five or ten degrees. it is important to make
the Wpstrokes as conmections between Rownstrokes. Later, the upstrokes take on
wn important rote, both ws lewerforms md joins. It is o good iden to get them
right at this Stage. How much they slant depends on the aistance between the
downstrokes. (More distance, more slant; less distance), Less stamt.)

Use paper with ines or a grit. for chiddren who hawe, . Lot &F trouble at this
point, make photocopies of the ilustrvtion of the exervise. Let them go on
tracing until they have mastered the skitl. The exervises are about to turn,
ko writing ame none SFYour pupis must get into a dead end, here.

A /
IV i/
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The baskbone of Uniie is an even zig2ag. (Of course, we don't expect 4 ma- i tﬁt{frm tmtyrﬁ J s
ture hand o look like: the grin G » crocortite. Ne'W, seften. the forms as we.go o queflo corpo 7 =1 ¢ dof

om.) The movement pattern is shn{oévmy I/t‘SCg— We oan mwkcmstﬁ the Jm&’”{cm;roiahju/ﬁﬂtrﬂ
characters merety by nudging the hand movements towars the lesterforms. c

o tdJ
<9 Dl jaa[t' e tutti [y corpy che'toca

G AN ket

werat,

The second, writing exervise  Now we makel letterforms. This is almest the same s hamo
exertise as the first. We are going to make triangles. You must make sare) that dn
weryboy gets the movement right. (1t & commam ervor to Start from the lefe. f’m’””
The mangin limstration Swows the right way ama, the wrong wa. This is easy o .
Spot if You Wakuh the chiddren Writing.You might miss it if yow look. ondy at e
the Writing When s finished.) w@tn oblngo

et

non jtmﬁv _f”_’ﬁ % mtal modo
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Arright/s bux  This is Ludovico Vicenting degli Arrighi's mawrvellous key to italie.  owr methot, by anel large, wis
The slightly bent rectangle is a nseful teashing ain. Memorize it. How much doss — in use i the sycteenthy centiry.
0 tHE? Whatt is the propovtion between wiath mnal height ? The illustration shows i 'La, Operinw, Avrighi Says:
You how 0 make triamgles that lok much Wke the seuff inthe second, exercise.The  Mmke this Shapt e - ¢ from
methor is 450 years old ane stitl the best. the furst stroke, the brond, andy
Let the chiddren wrvte pages o trimngles. (Yes, they do look. (ke dentures.) Use,  horigomead one. From it you get

the Fadcor and the flounder. Tht is who they are for. Remind the chilren fove lesters, ¢ g q. v them,

that this is st o kil of 218249, Tell, them frequently nst to hurry. the part that stamids on the

. line shovdd bemare to fit in

an oblong rectamgle, not o
€9 sqwo,&i/kpﬂm=ﬂ:ﬂl7.uz

AAGq UYR o

The a-triomgle is the basis of four letters. Three vthers, induding the lelamdic, — Right Wy Wrmg way
@-e ligature, might be oaited; near retatives. We can alreasty make /Fen
worws fiom the letters we awe gone it dal dug o, quad.
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"""”""‘ﬁ”‘!’“ tept that it is upsisie-dawm, amal, havs o, different; movement pusern. Again,
d'o[a[.qaaﬁv We use the box., Begimming in the right place is vmportamt. Three lesters, if we

inclurte the lelamait letter p (the thorn) are based ow it. The family extends

won aﬁ y o fuve more letters. We let the chldren eopy this untit they hawe grasped the

g ‘ ’ generad idew. Whenever a childl seems o neer o, reminder of camm, stendfast
Writing movement , §o baek to the flounder.

[Aend, proportuoms.  Artighi con-

tinues: 'Most of the other letters,
nat st a.c o g q, showld it an

oblong rectangle O, but not n

Squate.In my eyes the chancery

il showldl be based om am ol- UO C)_O ( ;z >
lpse rather tham & cirde; but

that is what you get if you

base & on 0 squawe rither than,

= 00 cet 8s

The fouwrth exercise deads with ovads. They showld hawe the same stamt s the box.
The retationship between their wisth and height is the main stumbling blotk
Jor childdren. one way of sorting out this problem is to write the ovad on top of &
2204 This giNes it proportiond that it the other charncters and takes care
of the Slamt wt the samme-time. Jovning exertises give the best results when the
oVads ares Writlen i paars.

We brst two letters directly o the ovad and, three others on it iy part. (One,
of them is the ¢, which Artighn preferred to make from the a-triangle.) The
(etter s is wsumity o, Speciad case but the oval helys give it a framework.

————

10



Lefthandedness o

The development ¢f writmg has beon greatly influenced, by the righthamd and

Whavt it didd bese. Both the slant amed many 6 the letterforms fit the swing of

the WISt as the right hamd, moves. Howevey, in the teaching of hewdwriting, the,  The pen hand showid never be
needs of left- hamted chidiiven must be taken imto wocount. They hawe been, g~ Wbove the line of Writing.
nored o long-

A0

NP TN y
: O NG For a six-yéar ol the mast avf -
Sioudt of all hamdwriting move-
ments is to bend the thumb,
[ inmex fimger amdl middie finger
at the same time.

The pen stroke that ives right- handed people the greatest mifficutty is down amd
to e righ. (N) This stroke is w part of mamy capital lesters but has ddsappenred
in the smail, lesters, aporrt from k and X. There are mamy bester Woys of-making
w stravght line tham, by bending the thumb, index finger and, middie finger
Simudtanemusly- In face, it is mrgunbly the worst way-

4 The slamt of normal writing
Suits the right, hand. I the
left hvnat is positioned as a
mirror-image of the right, it has
o mare Ml e dewmstrokes by
pulling, Whith is the most diffi -
cutt movement of ol

When the left hand, writes from left 1o right, it tends to smudge the hatf - dtied, ink. \
Mamy left-handed people pat the pen hamnd above the line amd write dewn—- /\/
Wards. This is am MNRWIM posction il & frequent canse 6f writing cramyp. / /
Corrent pen holet  The fingers should grip the barrel as described, in the section

on pen hotal. Bt as the grip of w lefe-handed, writer differs from that oF A Wt - amated, pen hotd showtd,

right- harater, sther consilermtions come mto play. For left-hamders, the not be n merror-image of

pen showldd be at less o am angle to the paper and the fmgers farther from  rigit- hamaled e in the left

the tip. hand, the per shoul o hawe
Wien left-hamded children losk at the pen in their hamd, they showld, see  greater slame and be gripped,

it newrfy swlewmys. The right-hamder sees i€ abmost ent-on. higher on the barret.

o



X 1t is unpleasamt to write on
a single sheet on a hard, table-
top. A few leawes of paper make
it sefter. (o awvid squamaer-
ing, use paper that s sready
been wrusten on.)

How 1o use a ruder to teach the
correct hama position. The pen
betow it. Now, remove the
ruder.

Left- hamded, pen hotel, as the
writer sees it-

Pager position  Right-humded, children showdd, awethe sheets* right in front
oF them. 1t is umporeant that the paper never be put 6o far 15 the left that
the pen hand, concends the furst lesters oF ench line.

A left-handen m,mwsmmpmmpwwwm%.mm
pen hanat will vt concend, the ensl of eaoh link. i-the sheets are too Farto the
ieft, contentration bevormes more tiffitult for-the chitd. (the paper showld also
be at am amgle, bus 'l explainthat in n moment.)

Left-hamded chiddren showld, learn to Right-hamaedd ohiloiren Showdd put

put the paper at am amgle amd, to the the paper dorectty m frony of them
left. The broten line mawks the line wat, keep 16 ow place with the left

of vision. el

The rwer-metiwd,  The Wi f atefe- hamded writer showld, be just betow the line.
Then, trwill it smmage the mik. The dgffionit movement of thumyp, index finger
and nuditle finger must be amvvided.

The best Solution that | ko is a, compromuse) betiveen paper angle and
Writing wmple.The sheets are twrned to therig ht as the ustration (above)
ShoWs. The Writing 1S lowed, more bookWard slamt tham, nswid. The naturad,
swing of the wrist can then be usen 1 make the downstrokes. The wrist (as we
SAW Uh the Chavpter o grip) can be kept straight enough to ot much danger of

It is ensy 1o tenoh Chitdren the hnd prsition that we have just describer.
Lay down a ruder (@ penoid wild do pust ns wetl ) on the lne.. The hanit showld
be pust below it amdl the pen nik on it. Thew, take the ruter mwny and begin
Writing. in 4 short time the himd will find the right place om its own.

Light wnd Space) A left-hamaled ohild, needs room, for the left arm. When
two children sit side by side, the left-hamdert should, be to the left and the
right - hamaled to the rght.

M mest classrooms, the iesks are mrrarien s that the g ht comes from the
left. in this sikumtvon, the pen hand of-left-hamded chitdren can cast n shadow
on the Wriing. This pestion must be avviden i mt mil possibles

o ——————— e




DuCtus ;
of the pen
At the outset, letters Witha

sfmvgh/twmm:m% .——-‘@ Begin here ~Famidy tikeness s be
practised together for best
reSAlES. It is important that

Y here you turn around

the pen fotlows the right path
make & Saft curve o
downwand, ama o, When i writes the characters.
bit to the lefe

§o all the way down to

at the baselne you turn,
up to the right
lft the pen here twrn, here amd, wim, at the
af iast Lester befort the g

We use the a-triamgle i

seven letters. Make the tops of the open,  (You can probavely ighore the
letters a kit narrower a-e lignture.) o
LML >
@N
Writing amf amal @ g om
top of ome amother is a

Jovds oy to
practise the
descender turn.

A dowble-f can be written iny

° many different ways. The
lewers showld not have exact -
iy the same stamt.

g These characters have a
é ’ 4W0tﬂfr’wmmmmm




We use n two-stroke lettere. There  Start here
i no reasory, however, to force it ow
people who prefer a lovped €.

andl, jou 1221
prssibiy

put it down here amd begin
a Setond, oval

the leer ¢ is almost (ke am
e With a crossbar instead of w ooy

In the characters that are Closest

0 the 24zag movement, it hetys />
legibiity o great deal if the

lesterforms are ssftened. Then

"wirimanmy’ becomes 'mimimum! .

An r is like am unfinished n. A ke is like an b with # very tght bett

Of course, the read test of itmic
Wil be inthe classroom. We'tl see.
After the fanfare, nothing is
wwre dangeyous tham the voice
of a chidd that says 'The em-
peror has no clothes'.

4



Bf )

Artighifs slamting box is a. convenient frome for vbiv. The WG however, woRs
Mtwﬁmmﬁm&wmmnmwbto

LY

The letter W is mmge by Writing a vmmmmmmmm toward,
ome another

abcdoefghiklmnopgrst
Uvwxyzpred ABCDDEFG
HIJKLMNOPQRSTUV W

XYZbAO 12345678900

our mottet mphabet has capuals that mre close o classicat proporeions. But as most pr

writing is i smadl, leaters, their shapes master more. Ours lovk the Way they Ao be~

cause they are memnt to be Written i a. certmin Way and, therefore taught in cer- .

tain wap. They hawe n simple. form becouse they are based on o simple method. mOdel
Our furst consideratun, wowever, is not simplicity. The motel alphabet is

mennt for Writing and therefore based, on movement. Mamy of the letters hove

prinng ovks. (Yo't find. one such, at the endt. of am n.) A lengthy study of

wergmwenm suggesten that they shoudd be taught from the very be-

girming.

The matlel will probably change. We hope to learn new things as we go atong.
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Skrifprfmgar 2-4
Is the stant right? Is the

wsnagmmgy [ TTULLLUULTLELTLCLULLLNTL

picket fence

L i T T T e R R R N T R R e e s L e e )

s 0D
rught whmymc«mjvb

mtum it Urwvm
Ymm@mmmslamw

w bit mmtvjiCm

‘ IO bODk We terch WHbing ns motior. Here, movement exercises lead to letters.
The prges mre photocopied amd, cut into desk. Strips. Nriing wadets for chitdren
pl st ot be high. If they are, the uwpper part is not very useful

D



Skriftornfingar 3-4

FHLTVLITTLLET IV ELTT LT ] v i g

wna iTs eagy o start Coyying
chm, m/stem tﬁ’myn,md

ot to do that,

It i better to practise different

OO OO S 2
the swime. letter over amd over. It

sf:mart»wrmnﬁwmm

O ODBS DTV G U L
(7606’[5/5/5 oﬁoeft 555

R R R R R Rl R R R R R I e e e Ee e e T R TN T N R N R

FLLETEEL TR g

(You dow't hawe to write as manyy
model shows. Three or four are
< ensugh.)

® The letter | looks distinctive with a

hovk on the desceruter. it cam be
MJ M‘J \ easter without it, however,

especiaiy when yon Want to

fWW

Tvo Wags of making a,
doubte §
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