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Druo*o"o*r is the name of the script used originally for Sanskrit,
the classical language of the Aryans in India. Most modern ver-
naculars of India such as Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati and Bengali,
are derived from Sanskrit, in much the same way that French,
Italian, Spanish, etc., are derived from Latin. These vernaculars are
written either in Devanagari or a script based on or derived from it.

Devanagari is known also as Sanskrit script and, like the lan-
guage, is very systematic. It is based on phonetic principles, and in
pronouncing it every letter of a word must be sounded. There are
no deflnite rules for dividing words. The written and the printed
characters are ver)r nearly alike. There are no capitals, small capi-
tals, lower case, or italics in Devanagari. The punctuation generally
used consists of a half-pause (1) and a full pause (11). But most of
the common English punctuation marks are frequently employed
in modern printing.

The Devanagari alphabet has 49 characters, consisting of 16
vowels and 33 consonants. Modern vernaculars of India usually
require about a dozen additional characters and sometimes omit a
few which are gradually disappearing from usage. But substan-
tially the original alphabet remains as the standard throughout
India. The Devanagari characters are divided into three groups, as
follows:

VOWELS

sr sil { t s sr q 4 q E T \} qt' qt' si er:

CONSONANTS

q q l S E e | . 6 g d o r T

E t H q q t E t q { t q { {

NUMERALS AND MONETARY SIGNS

1 8 \ q e . \ o l  = ? )

4 € f t E r s q
e t q q r q s



Some of the sounds found in modern vernaculars and others,

borrowed from the Arabic and Persian, are represented by the ad-

dition of a dot to certain letters, e.9.,

ss r " f {q9q
When vowels are added to consonants the vowels assume an

abbreviated form which is placed before or after, above or below,

the consonantal characters, thus:

The short vowel (s{) is inherent in aII the consonants. In order

to represent a consonant without a vowel a symbol (.), called

Dtranna, is placed under or just in front of the consonantal charac-

ter to indicate the absence of the inherent vowel (e{), e.9.,

{l E 5{ q q 1 q q }5. E q q q q "\ q e{ ( q {

s{ 3n { * 3- s T 4 q q g t qt 3ti' !}i etr

r  t t ; ;  t  [  
'u  t  + '  :

$ 6l ts st q q T + + a.t *,,i' *,' E5:

€ €r t€ Tff {g q r{ {+ d' €t Rt' ri {tt:
q qr tq * g X T + d' st' qt' ri q:

T  aT t {  a t  4  q  }  *  r t  r l 'T  e :
( i l t d *qqqddd ta t '< t t r :

{ { r t { r t66 t t r t ' d ' rT :

{ i l t {a tqq€ t tE+{ l ' tE :

{q r tea tqq{ t tE f '€ t
{ ' c i  fu  a l  1  q  {  d '+  q t 'q f

tEtt{Et{{{{{r+r{
dr r t fu f f . i  , t r f f fq f r i f r f

q ar t{ Eft q q d d' qt at' ei Er:

c  c r  t s  *  4  {  4  d 'q t  c t ' q  q :

6a EaT trd uat sq q + d "st "d' 
q- Ee:

6 f f i l f m o t q q + + f f i t u . f f f ' f r :
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In the hand composition of Devanagari for printing from 700 to
1000 characters are employed. The Devanagari Linotype produces
all classes of composition, vernacular or classic, from a keyboard
of 90 keys. An auxiliary magazine containing 34 characters, oper-
ated from the same keyboard by the use of a shift key, contains
numerals and other characters of infrequent usage.

It wiil be found that in Sanskrit there are a few special charac-
ters that are rarely used, as well as symbols of minor importance,
for which no provision has been made in the Linotype keyboard.
Matrices of these characters are included in the standard fount
and carried as side sorts.

The following chart shows the character layout of the Devana-
gari Linotype keyboard:

' [  7 '  " s  * i  * f  " f * (  t l  u t q  t t G  t n g  t u $

t u i  * t  u ' g  t t q  t o !  u u l

The following is a list of the special characters previously re-
ferred to which are carried as side sorts and inserted in the line bv
hand as theoccasion demands:

z D L -  
" 0 " =  " o t ?  

2 0 4 s  , 0 5 i  * o ;  m 7 !  * r j  * o (

, t o i  , r l  , r , [  , 13 r  214_  n r [  216 I  217 !  218 r

'* ;  *o j  * ' f  * r j  2238 2r1f  225T 216ff  227r

, r [  , r n |  , r o 5  $ r I  2 3 2 _  , u r q  , r , {  , t u ,  , u u g

,u tg  , r rF  23sy  210v  
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* rd  . *d  *u i

"u* 
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'utH 252t  253s 'unF

'u tq  
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,ur6 rur6 ,uu€ ,ur6 268s 26sq 27o-s 271a 272&

273&  27+ -  2752  ' , u ,  277  t  2781  , r n !  280*  , t t I

tt, 
] 

283 . ,t, 
| 

285 
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286 
| 

287 .. ,tt 
:

In the following group is shown a list of the sectional Linotype
characters which are used in combination with one another to form
all the simple and compound letter forms of the Devanagari aI-
phabet. In illustrating the method of combining the various sec-
tional characters, attention is directed to the fact that only a few
typical examples are indicated. The operator, who should be weli
acquainted with the Devanagari alphabet and the vernacular or
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Ianguage in which he is going to compose type, will find that all

the various combinations and conjunct consonants can be built up

on the Linotype from characters provided on the keyboard, and

an occasional matrix from side sorts.

Below is illustrated word forms built up with Linotype sec-

tional characters:
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The principal conjunct consonants composed on the Linotype

are shown below:

*F Ef€ .fq fr fr S Effi +fi {.q rrt lEt r;t

r q c r E l r q r q r q q E g q s g s E

Tq q tq A ;ri 3|{ 5q q :iq s;t sq v-$

Ege4€a t5q*ggFF€4@
u-a u6 rg tra wt uq' il <T (q -q a ?{ eet

c q f , f i { s r r q q . T E I E { t q

;il ;eI q +{ ;{ ilt at ;q € cq q q q

5 tr€ 6q q G{ 6}t }q Fq Ft rs rGt Ft{ r.t

R F{ €d' G[ q Eq Eq 7 eq eE {{I 6T F6

{ 6€6€qE6FT{qE{1
wt sq €ifi t€ FI € {ts Tur €E 14 eE- e}

a?' T T-r q{ F F f, F F qq Lq ;{t



eR qkw qr{qiTr{q iT{rrRld sq tq s-r r{cr I

lTrqrt-q-drd errt{ fd{r3it d'q-{| qr{ +r t+utq ql-qd-r t t-* rq Tr* q.
ffi qrs qf<qi,r"* crfi t s-{i a-eg d \'4 elq-td d ti-{-fr { r fr$,
{ar$, rkd, qrF+ epdl 6€ silt{ gs qrlcqi {q-d sr<.l-f( t r endcTtd d
f{6-rft qt qrtevt qt rnqrerl' d' gm t-d{iq q-fil{ 6t vr{Fr-fi qr* qr$ t r
{-.{i d Gq 6-r eTfE tend g* At t, t*qlq c-qirr d srl-Gr {r.q oL qqar d
qreE ift sq d'$ t r r+-d q-tilt{s s"'}Trsrqt'* aqr*lor mt t=r-+ *ft gm rfr
ql{ r 6Tf, ;n-d, ttrqr, i-fl{tffiqi entq'€{ d'qr+ qrfi i- | gq {qd, t{qr{
wlt e-q+++, TiT-{R, EIrd-* sttt rd{T-S + qr{t: q:fr tqra qrd crd t r ?r{ qql- ?
{€tqE} t* qq rnqrqt *-r qrt+ €qrd gs tt t r qt-+ + i{rcrg'gs {.{rfi d sF{rs
+ td{r e-* *fr qt'{e-* {rlffirfl +*d €l's-s-d ef z *S sTlt irr$ rnqre* C
ffi q-s'r{ 6-r eqTEF-Tut r€t qrqt'qril'l

{{l-d'q-d-{ €tqr t t+ \.6 6IEt err;rq t* q-{ sft( qriilqf+ q{-q S-d €t
{en-d r{ t-Q-d qtt r* tt r+rqr srH ei r sfr ena q-{ qrd{qn'c 6T eirt-F}r qen I
qirqer+( qHrcqq qt-*-r{tqrqa* srrtFrr qt of ffi qrtd*t Tr€Kr Fr*.d
t+a-q o-rhr;d Fr-ir tfirrcd'st edT q€lrr* sTfr 3fld trfinr qqi €rra. Tflq
+iET s-{t }+qrq *,T*fffr r

qa-{rg + qtr{d? d rnqr d a-ckqrrur d ril wqt qtqr rrqr r rrq qrctnr+

$qt{ Efi'T {sn-{ +-qi qr ? w r{ q.-t ttf.q trrq r( f rg* qc <} qq tr t*
qrq-ltliqr + dffi'd'd rg'q z[T ce1-r1 tfiRr qr | {is{r rRI ir{ t t{ q-fld

ffi+s-+q (t-d"-s() C tl rqq 61 3-qfd EF r qE ts-qr;<. srrrttl-rlr-q {-i t I
A-rnn fgei *'it grq-+r a-At fd qQ- T'4F{ *-ti clr | {Hrcr q'-rq *+e uq *il;{t
t i-* qpffiq {t flEn\'\-* d tqra d t-{tr* t r rS s.h'rr qlqt d trrar+r
d'rft +t- ffi-{-q a-dr f6-q, qi sn'dl fq +a q,,,f-{ d qrqr pfi H sTrffi( +

T+q dhT +dI*.Td el r d-*e raqr <t {rd d e*r t t-* *t rf,e wqr *tq-{
wcrd€reret rdsTf t rs f f ig f t r

sr sr*.ru d rr+ q-rr+u-cr wrqr tt { r r6d r+rfl {-d t, srgd sq{r<' ssC
flq 4-r s{R-Frr €t<T t r tn d *f Ltf {c-* d slzr-fl 6l encrrr atcr t r qrrd'
qq vtie a-d tm srq eTrdtdrte ait {rrtfig i'+-<lT €t-.ft 3ITt-Fr+ Wo at sq qsrq

€Iq1n 6-r e111-Flr {i 96r eri I a:Tqrqrqts {r.q c-gr6 €t+ d.-f rl r *r+r a-r
t-dsr Hl sm et T{l e.tr apiit* trr;d t}Fd enEIffi d ri{-+t + H q+

{rq't d /tqq' *rq d t-r+--"i q6g "Deity, divine" q+rfr Theos eTri{ {€ qrd

d qret t r *;qr d M, elirq'ati Daughter, rn-rrcrt qFidr "Ilt {t{Tq EiQ-d
d dhfi {1lrr;ril q* q1fi t z 1;tq 6t fti( rft q5qF}i Af Tat'fr 3dt dertrr rrl,qt

Sbcci,nen lagc aJ 12 boit l t  L i i tot lbe Dcvanagari ,  lcadcd t@o boi i r ts
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