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PEN LETTERING

SHORT ' SIMPLE METHODS - WITH* MODERN: LETTERING - PENS |
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 either pens or brushes, The lalter being extremely

har

| Iﬂ}TOdUCEOI:yNThe Chiéf difficulty in Iétteri~ng
~ does not lie 1h drawing the characlers but ratherin

producing clean. clear cut elementary strokes with

.~ hard to manipulate successﬁdéz owingto absence

of the feel of firm contact with the marking surface.

~ ~This results in a wavering degree of uniformity inthe

elementary strokes which requires subsequent trim-

up. patching, remodeling etc. usually disastrous tothe
appearance of the finished product and indicating lack
of technique. ¢++» The introduction of Gordon x George

patent 'SPEEDBALL’ Lettering and Drawing pens ~has
 fulfilled the promise of an improved medium for the
- production of modern styles in hand lettering at hi{i\

speed — These pens are now used in all branches of t
art of applied lettercraft throughout the civilized world.

This Toxk Book i the product, of PracticalDishlayAdvertising Menwhe
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for Commercial Purposes”
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This system of instruction is Internationally endorsed by Teachers and Cr




BrieFly~ ©he art of lettering: 1s most easily accomplished by assembly of
the given principles, or elementary parts of each letter, each and ever

element must be produced with a single stroke of the 1e££ering pen
or brush. ~ Remember, Therearecertain special pens and brushes which

are best adapted to producing the elementary parts with a single stroke
Therefore; avoid a waste of time and effort in attempting letter styles with

a tool not adapted to the production of the strokes without re-modeling:

Elementary Strokes~ Roman letters.

1Y \N=¢ 955 L7 _

Elementary Strokes- Gothic letters.

1/ \A=CJSTLAZ

CJElemenhlrg Strokes ~ Cext leblers.

I/ N\—O)S < L1.L

Hlustrahng the various combinations of curves angles and serifs 1n Text letkermg-

xﬂn_y of the above elemenl's made on a slant From the vertical ar'e'
termed Italics. Derived from the Italic skyles of scripk lel:fering

L




clementary strokes of even width
a b C d efg h are classiﬁed as Gothic
Romamn Al letters havin
-LABCDE FGH elementary strokes “accented” 072
° - be further designated as Rowman
@) b c d Qfgh Uh Zm .Ttafl‘ics, Goth z'cgftalz'cs or Text [talic.
AB @D*{EJF /{Q)C[’-—-This Ferm includes all
styles of Old English, German Lext,
Bradley text or others of various

Classification of letter styles by division of groups
(Before the universal adoption of this simplified classification, Text letters
b d f h s consisting of heavy and light
ﬂ C e g 1 lines. are classaﬁ'ad as Roman.
Jl’dlic- J”Z slanfmg letters are
ab ]: ﬁ ]2 [:gh I J k]' trade names ~ Text styles are oo

A B C D E FG H QOTHIC Lat 1etters having the
ABCDEFGH I iahe fl et ldtersare
illegible for commercial purposes. -
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Music Staff Method of Ruling for Alignment of Letters <
cA Primary System of’ Layout for the Beginner. Not Practical for Gmmercial use

'; ariid L —aRd—also
: o e
% H#-#E‘Efﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ*ﬁEE‘E’ 7 EﬂffEE”{#'E-E#}QHF#E#E'E OF— X1 e HACAH LY 'H‘HIHSF!O' IS5 A IMA—TOP 1S <
;
, _Height of CAPITALS and small letters which extend above normal top line - Ascenders . ‘ |
y—Top line — normal small letters _ No s -
3_’a.f_‘ia_|_5+ line — all _small letters. A 1y [N, 8 Small ___._e,ﬂ | =rn S
4 Base line — small letters-and all CAPITALS L Letters N -
5 Drop line — all small letters which descend below the normal base line — Descenders - )

Capxta_Ls_aIELMEJidEES

ters

Lop
waist line @Al Small letters,
Rase line (apitals and

Normal Small letters.

Descenders only o

ABbdfhkltt gjypq
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NOTE CAREFULLY

To successfully manipulate any pen, it is necessary that the operator be thoroughly familiar with its potentialities and limitations.

In the production of letters by hand, first study the primary construction of their elements. Then determine just what kind of a pen will
produce the elementary strokes in the best manner with the least amount of effort. Never attempt to copy or reproduce any letter or alphabet
with a pen or brush that is not adapted to the production of its elements. Such efforts are generally misdirected and usually result in a failure.

In selecting a pen for any given lettering, let it be of a style which will produce lines that conform to the characteristics of the alphabet.
It should make the thinnest element in a single stroke without subsequent retouching, or patching up. The thicker or heavier elements may then
be more easily made by doubling or tripling the strokes. A very flexible, fine pen in usually a poor medium, in that it gives a varying-degree
thickness of stroke and is hard to control on oval or circular elements.

Never use a T-square, ruler or compass in drawing the elements of any letter. These implements should be used for ruling pencil top and
base guide lines, or on mechanical borders only. A letter that is ruled is simply a mechanical draft; it may resemble a type, but never hand
lettering, and is almost impossible to arrange in an artistic manner. The freedom, grace and individual touch of hand lettercraft usually result
from the rhythmic training of the hand, arm and finger acting in subconscious unison, using a series of movements much the same as is usually
taught in penmanship, and they can never be imitated with the aid of mechanical appliances.

LETTERING INKS

Without the proper inks or colors, it is impossible to get the best results from any pen. Thin, watery, transparent inks or fluids are of
very little commercial use. Neither are thick, gummy, sticky masses productive of good results.

The standard brands of waterproof India or ordinary drawing inks are generally excellent for pen lettering. When ordinary prepared
opaque show card colors are used for pen work, a small quantity should be put in a separate jar and thinned with a solution consisting of four
parts water, one part alcohol, and a few drops of glycerine, This should be kept well stirred up in solution, and of a consistency that will per-
mit of free flow from the pen. For white ink or opaque colors, this mixture will be found better than transparent colored inks. If they evapo-
rate and become too thick, thin with the solution mentioned, and if the flow is too slow, raise the feeder of the pen just a little.

Owing to a constant demand for lettering ink that can be used successfully with either Speedball lettering peé#s or brushes, we have placed
at the disposal of letterers, designers, etc., Speedball lettering inks, which are now carried by dealers in lettering material.

When using white or heavy opaque inks, rinse the pens out in water occasionally or they will become clogged. If they do become clogged
up, brush them out in water with an old tooth brush to remove the residue.

It is unnecessary to use a dropper, quill or stick to fill the Speedball. Simply dip it in the ink like any ordinary pen and shake or wipe
the surplus off on the edge of the bottle. The flat, bent-up section of the tip is the marking surface and should rest evenly on paper or card,
and can be moved in any direction. It has no set screws or mechanical devices to get out of order. The smaller sizes retain sufficient ink
with one dip to make the entire alphabet.

KEEP PENS CLEAN IF YOU WANT TO DO GOOD WORK




@olution 00[’ | etter Styles

From a common basic principle. Single-strokes of the Speedball pens

| /\NTCY)S T Ol
abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyzs

abcdefghyklmnopgrstuvwxyzs..
abedefehifklmnopqrstuvwxyz 8.

Speedballﬁ Style e Penwork”

abedefghijRlmnoparstuvwxyza
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyzs

( Italics)

abcagfghijRlmnopgrstuvwxyz_ e




/Le, mos! s[rz'}zingly characteristic letter styles in
modern use arve those of the SLnﬂla-sHoka varieky-

O_)\Toée, the simi/am'[y of ordinary wr:’éi’ng
and Italics- or Slanted letlering ~~~ ~ <~

aa-bb- cc-Add- e e-//ﬁ%-%ﬁ-/w-
7 /’6’ c d e // / ya /Zi/% / A A
a b o doe Fg h z'j kil mno~

Qhso~ the /a/mi/fa@fy of Verlical Round qp/uffm% and the
Roman Lettering

Round- wuﬁn% - jouwcl %4} /cmfmacim% strokes - aﬁd%%

Round writi n‘% unjoinecl and the loops loft off A1

Round Wri{ing thus becomes Vertical Roman
[Letters made with single strokes. ﬁ:ziitiﬁi?;\;;&fo

4

o



Serif a term applied to one of the fine lines of a letter —
¢specially one of the lines crossing ak the top or bottom

Fig | Fig 2 Fig 3 Fig4 ~ Fig 5 |
mAnIn un

After becoming thoroughly familiar with each leter form ~ Speed may be

atained by wmaking the serifs and verticals in one confinuous stroke
without raising the pen point from the paper- Note Figures Ne & and 5~——___

Roman letters, with difference in spur style.

Roman Roman
Roman Roman
Roman Roman

The addition of a different style of serif or ‘F‘spur,” as it is nicknamed, does not alter the classification of any letter or alphabet, although it may change
its general appearance and trade name.




ROMAN #e basic Alphabet

‘The elementary principles of the Roman Alphabet form the
foundatpn of all our mo dern lettering... Arrows and
dotted lines indicate the direction @nd order)of strokes

e —

)
!

——
- o W

3
.

\
X/

g o o e e = e owm

y

[

g e mp ams S S
- —— e e o =

—

-
W m ey ami

i ' ——
| This alphabet is easy to make—it requires a flexible

manipulation of the pen to get the sharp or clean-cut strokes and finishes in a single stroke.
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ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF ALL LETTERS, ———

Construction of letters by a combination of
numbered elementary principles— Arrows
indicate direction of strokes and numbers
the order in which they should be made.

NOTE Overlap the strokes
in joining circular or oval—
elements- Zamy N/

-H-F-I'_I‘""

‘“"-—

-

&

\ el

+ These letters were made with the
"2 Speedball pen- round and square
points- Smgle*STroke method —
— The primary elements used n
construction constitute the basic
principle of all our alphabets —

— The difference in appearance s
the result of modification only---

such as alternate thick and thin line
block or spur finish shadings etec.—-
depending on the skill of the artist
and the tools. brushes orpens used

in the construction therecof .
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&4— This alphabet 1s primarily----

A
constructed on the same prin-

abcdefghijklmnopqrstu e Slebrt e
ABCDEFGHIJALMNOPQRST & steics
UVW—12345067890$XY 7. e ciemenis- hicruse cun

Original of this plate, 14 x 20 inches, lettered with the latest improved Speedball pens. The broad even-width strokes, in their various sizes, will
produce a clean-cut, rapidly executed copy of almost any of the universally used alphabets, either by the single or double stroke method, and as an
outliner it is absolutely certain, owing to the width of stroke being uniform. Style “A” is reversible—may be used on the reverse tip (‘‘turned over on

its back”)—for producing all round writing pen style letters—Italics, Roman, Old English, etc., or may be used thus for the addition of ‘‘serifs’® or sharp
finish to boldface letters,
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The finest of lettering loses its
. Mediocre or even poor |
well balanced mass; of good geometrical pro
whole design. Lettering pagy
conform in area to the space in which it appea

ali

: =
r Annual:
January
Cle arfance

Flrin 0P G M PsdTad?

ViRACPIGL a7 (7747 (%

Wide margin. 2 or 3-line heading and
panel or square mass of body-talk in
middle of card - Pencil guide 1ine down
through center and balance each single
word oreach line of lettering directly
on center- this can be easilydone by
counting letters and spaces, having the
middle word or letter hit center line.

The most effective border Margin
1S widest at the Base Top next-and

the Two Sides- Less and alike.......

The arrangement of reading matter to ‘be lettered on a page or card
The above "diagrams “illustrate some of the most simple forms

S |
Sem1-: |
Annual |
Clearance |

YWOmEens ST
mm_att the mev
ANd pOPILIIA]
patterns and
. )

IV ICS. 100dY
Yonr Choice-

fosssararee e e

8

|
|
r_ Ly e

Inset Layout- Allowing plenty
margin. Start the heading on the
upper left hand marginal line....
Start each succeeding line of head-
ing directly under I5f [etter on
margin, regardless of finishing-
point- Tireat the Body-talk same
way-O0nly be sure to INSET the
starting point,well in to the right
of Heading- have price directly
under this, allowing same space
between as allowed for margin .

effectiveness
lettering 1s

in mass or page

12

Ji ................... T
OTUR
T
tk and Cloth Dresses
. —Petticoats v
Trrmmed Hats and Corsets
e = |
AT
e e e e
OHE HALE OFF |
! TOURL f
Regular Prices
I IS e T

This diagram shows the 3-Panel
Layout- in which the heading,

bodytalk and Price each occupy

an equal size space- separated
by same amount of space as the
width of margin allowed. When
once thoro'ly familiar with these
diagram forms it will be unneces-
sary to block them out with pencil
lines as indicated herein- Simply
indicate marginal and center line,

when improperly spaced, arranged or
preferable if tastily arranged in a-
portions, to form a part of the
form, or groups of masses must

1's. Note appended dmagrams.

1

“Gptical Bardar Lire

i
|
|
|
|
|
!

S e W S e R

.. Optical, Center | |

ACTUAL CENTER.

r—- - - e . e

MECHANICAL 'BORDER LINE

e e e e I e =T
A mechanical border,or marginal-
line 1s aline drawn equal distance
from the edge all-the-way-tound.
It 15 not as effective as optical
margins in that the optical center
of a page or space is slightly
above actual center as shown in
the above diagram. For this
reason, a line, or mass of printing
or lettering. and its marginal line
should be based on the optical
center as shown by dotted lines ¥

of any given dimensions is called “layout.”
, as used by show-card writers.

—
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/077777

A PANEL

'DIVIDED INTO
EQUAL

]
TOO MUCH

PARTS CONTRAST | | DMDEI% INTO
CAUSES THESE : OF IERL. CE “THREE"
i SPACES TO T [ WPEL/';\R'EL_?_T? -+ WELL RELATED
] APPEAR ) PARTS
A P PEARS Offers one of the
APPEARS DISPLEASINGLY HARMON 10US LY most interesting
MECHANICALLY UN-RELATED INTERESTING

UNINTERESTING when Balanced

upon optical center

answer it
N your
own duto

4
The mechanical division of space balanced upon true center is generally

: ; A harmonious division of the same space, balanced upon optical center, is
monotonous and uninteresting.

always more effective,
The two hnri_zontal panels offer a comparative example of the value of optical balance over mec

hanical layout,

14




\1‘

‘A PANEL OF

LETTERING
MECHANICALLY

BALANCED
Upon True Center

WITHIN A

MECHANICALLY

SPACED BORDER
always appears

BOTTOM HEAVY

because no allowance

khas been made ror
the downward pull

of, gravitation

A DBad Layout

—

A PANEL OF
COPY 1s MORE

PLEASING AND
EFFECTIVE

When balanced upon
OPTICAL"CENTE

and surrounded by
LIBERAL MARGINS

II1~7 ~ 8
The following rule should
give you splenddd results
make the side margins
seven-clevenths as wide
as bottom and the tﬁ
eight-elevenths as wi

A Gocd ﬁy&z&é

7 BLOCKS

DISTANCE
FROM OPTICAL

~CENTER

/ I

//

NN

ABad [ryowut~ Foor arrangeriernt S Better

of bloc dIstressing the oplics nerves.

— —
. —
4 T

L"'_-'-----n.

the sides naxt andgd Lhe bottorm ’?ﬁgwm'

€ The oval Fits a panel more harmoniously thart a cirnle.
ard a Dramond 15 betler related than fhe square.

Nerrzonial FPanel has nerrowesé in at sttﬂp
A

ON
lacrersaid Flo

Natzrol faradisg,
msﬁﬁ
D h

Layoul ~ Groups or blocks
are balanced upon optical Center

’_’:_’.5. » E;f,-’fﬁl

.

Comparative examples of layout showing the simplest methods of balancing copy. Note that the most pleasing layouts are always balanced upon optical center, which

15

is about 5 per cent. above the true center, to overcome the influence of gravitation upon sight,
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Qdvertising Cuts. N3 order
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Wedding Gifts in @ big hurry. NOw #165_0

pso [ t 4R

-
e = Price Tickets ‘
| adies e made with :
f i ONE STROKE nderwear | Genuine |
{ . ﬂ _ 4‘5@ of the $ 200 Diamonds.
; Speed'ball Pel‘l Garmen - ] -
. )/uu » Choice “Works equally well in White or Colors:
| 15¢ Cravenette
j lmported J P T : $ QB0
_1 %[e CT’I@VIO‘[’ latQSt 3519
Overcoat *ﬂ’ 860-9 Double Stroke .
FICURE® L

WITH

,$45°.° s i.'i' :.- O L€ : E C ‘-- € e Speed-ball | ,
f" BN s Coninived and perecied by fugh Gon || AR U *

J

The modern show-card writer must, of necessity, be able to turn out large quantities of work in a limited time

to produce high-grade work at top speed. It’s all in the pen. I'he Speedball pens will enable the ordinary workman

Cuts your time in two and your labor in half.
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A bﬂld:face tvpe of rapid single-stroke construction, most suitable for quick show
any size Speedball pen on cards up to full sheet size, : : :

SuJ card lettering
Original on 10 x 14 inches, No. 3 peﬁ

this is g familiar,

readable alphabet : i
e ‘ ‘ can be made with
s spurs added " € wit

with same pen turned over on its back.
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Snappy, Styles with Style Q'
Ii)ili"l‘uz, I%zate,st editioni’

o% ©he Speedball pen Jgim iy~

"Ghe closest imitation of small F
brush letters at 5 times the

Spwcf cf prcﬁcienl' brush men.
abedefghijklmnopqtstuvwxyz&

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP
QRSTUVWXYZVWXY S,




a very slight degree in slant
ABCDE FGHIJK

LMNOPQRSTU
VWX 123456789Y 2

Size of original~ 11 %14 1 Single stroke~Style C Speedball pens




DECORATIVE
CARD WRITERS ROMAN

abcdefghij klmnop
qrs EU;‘./”WXDTZ VWXV Z~

ABCDEFGHIIKLEEMNO
- PQRSTUVWXYZYYX

bed f hijkRI
An artistic interpretation of modernized lettering with a small size Style C Speedball pen on a card 10 x 14,
\ 1 e Individuality to this alph:
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14 card, using a small size Style B Speedball pen.
early Roman letters of the 15th century found on the Trojan column.

This alphabet was fashioned from the
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Decorative -borders -and:-corner
pieces: can-be-made-frechand
with-the-Speedball pens-much
casier-and- faster-than-by-any
other- method-or-with-any ~
other- tool ~x~ Any-desired
design- should - be- sketched x
in-with-a-pencil and then
retraced - with-bold: uniform
strokes - using-the-size-and
style of - pen- best- adapted
to-the - design ~ Tor squares
or- the - checker-effects- use
the-Style-A’- square- pointed
pen- and-for-ovals circles-or
wavy-lines- the - round-pointed
Style-B” pen. - will-be- found.-the
best ~ Use-the-flexible*Style-@”

Sii pen for- accented - stokes
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BLOCK LETTERS.

~ ABCDEFGHIJKL
~ MNOPRSTUVWXY

PLAIN GOTHIC
ABCDEFGHIJKLMN

 OPQRSTUVWXYZ:

Original lettered on a 10 x 14 card, using both Style “A” and Stvle “B’? Speedball pens.
Note—Square finish strokes are made with Style “A’> pen held at right angles with paper, pointing straight
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Building up letters

oman.  CABITALS.

/anstmctive Elements

abcdeighhiljk
llmmnooopqrs

(UVWWWX XYV Z ODQR S TUV
S sss simplified = WWXYZ&&

Original 10 x 14, lettered with Style “B” Speedball pen. Size number three.

28

5 r -_'-:-' =k, g e T e e L —— = —r e
" . S — fJ' £ i - a LE ' '=r!-'_"""“" I'j'-l':.r"" Py il sl - - ;
= S T el g e i . i 4 ¥ Y - | - et
I _-'-- - s ME—— = hr-_ . .1#: J‘- - . - . |_h -‘ﬁl *,‘q‘ .__-_ _h- .
S e =T Ly et At "Lk A AR RS i - 4 e
__..'.. -‘-r- ] T _..J_ :-.' s | % - Ll p '._‘u i B '
i g o L ™ b e = e = - - e
i SN L Lo ek ol J’ Ay = . J"‘-"'-':. ) e F3
i m—— - =¥ - e g A J 8 R - -
R = P i o = A et s A B e S YT A ¢ - 3
. I + 4 I'_ ﬁ_gf_: *.r . r - - 4'. .1“. -'F- ' - ﬁ_ k L - ";‘aﬁ A
LR e T - + o i i e i - 'F._p e '.fql--n-g-_;:-.-l--
=g R - . e - e



T e e T

T

=

All Perpendiculars are thick Arrangement and co-relation of elemeonta
Jagls r
double-down strokes - Except _, ° &U. principles - The Thick and Thin lines of C‘api[:ai;

and lower-case Roman Letters

Thick clements- Two Strokes
placed Side- by-Side, without I/\‘ ’S
overlap. £xcept on Circle or Oval.

All Obliques- drawn from left to right are thick All Obliques- drawn from right to left are ¥hin

*“NAVXWNMKY: \\ \ HHZN\—CO) ST nu “u/AVXWMRY 27, /f

Voles the size pen best suited to the job will complete the thin elements in a single stroke
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HAND-LETTERED

— Advertising, @
9D, fay nes o

Showing the letters cutlined i~ one stroke complete, no

patching up,or trimming, every marlk , dot or stroke you

malke with this penn is of uniform thickness , going: in any
direction, up, down or sideways, oval or circle .sude made without ruler.
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Letters of this description should be first sketched with a pencil, then inked in with broad stroke pen the exact width
of the narrowest element. The broader elements made as explained on page 5.
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Griffin and border, held dow




ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRQTUVWX}C;

R ]] SHOWING FREE-HAND ST ﬂ
9| <-Stroke Constructiomn.
size larget Speedball will complete the heavy strokes
1 4\ (]

abcdefghhijkimn,
opgrst

Lettered with Size 4 Style “B’’ Speedball pen on 10 x 14 card. Spatter border-design drawn
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abcdelighijlclmmn
opqrstuvwxyvza

EroERrEE, Tt e  wFwy il S ek s ey Wi T SRESeeaty SR et R, R R W SR

BCDEFPGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTT

Y-12345678S90%Z

howing Simple Outline Method :

Original lettered on a 10 x 14 ecard with a No. 2 Style “B” Speedball pen.
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DEFGHIJKLMN

e | | Letters of larger size than can be made in a single stroke of broadest pen are constructed as in the above example. The rough edge in specimen shown
' at bottom of page is effected by a slight wiggle in making the strokes. These letters should first be sketched lightly
| = with a pencil and the lines traced with broad pen.
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A catchy display card made with the Style ‘A’ Speedball pens.
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hat poster. Cartoon sketched with Style “B”’ Speedball,
lettered with Style ““A” and Style “B” Speedball pens.
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Combination “wash” and show-card color poster, lettered Character poster study drawn Tife-size with Style “B” Speedball pens,
~ 1 1 5 - -
with a Styvle “*C7 speedball pen. using Speedball inks.
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Outline Letterine,

Q

made easily and rapidly with this wonderful pett

aa bbccddeeffeghhiijjldkil
mmmnnooppqqrrss ttuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ
RSTU V123456789 WXY7Z

Showing One-stroke, FREEHAND outline and construction of a rapidly—
executed, modified Roman Letter. NOTE the even thickness, square
finish and graceful curves of each line throughout, made in any direction
without trimming up, retouching or changing position of pen-point or hand

A careful analysis of the above constructive elements of modern rapid lettering demonstrates the time-saving possibilities of this pen;
every stroke counts; thickening up strokes and patching is practically eliminated.
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abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz & nm the.
2 J,,-e‘w R
b d f h | kl t
Original size, 10 x 14. The Roycroft alphabet is built up with a Style “B” Speedball pen and the Jensen Bold is lettered with a Style ““A’’. The decora-
tive monograms are first sketched with a pencil and then inked in with a Style “B” pen. The blocks are spattered with white ink,
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abcdetghiklmnopqrstuvwxyza:.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

When you hear the expression ‘Just like Print”’
applied to ““Hand Lettering,”” you may safely say:

“It’s too good
to be of much ..-

worth.”” If the »

value of lettering

its resemblance to type, individuality would vanish,
and lettering would cease to exist as an applied art.

All reading characters are adapted from the
same Dbasic principles. But though there are
many hundreds of

e e different types of

.
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N B ES % alphabets used in

= B H/= =M the printer’

= ) =N =15 g printer s art,

| i A = -. no ‘“set-up’” job can

/ be compared with

the art of the hand letterer for style, beauty,

graceful arrangement and general effectiveness.
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The modern letterer does not attempt to produce replicas of type faces. Type alphabets are seldom designed to meet
the requirements of hand lettering, and the methods employed in their origination make them very difficult to reproduce
by hand. As a curiosity, such perfection might have a fictitious value, but it has little or no commercial worth. The
appearance of an alphabet may be changed, but never its basic principle. Altering the latter would result in meaningless
hieroglyphics or the curlycues of the faddist, which are here today and tomorrow decorate the waste basket.

In the selection of a type of letter to be reproduced by hand there are several considerations. First, the media
available for successful reproduction. Second, the nature of the surface to be worked upon. Third, the amount of time
available, based principally on the recompense. Generally it is better to devote a little time to making a rough pencil
sketch of the arrangement before starting to letter. Let legibility be the primary consideration. The style of letter selected
should reflect the spirit of the subject and the copy should be arranged in some geometric shape or artistic manner to form
part of the whole design. The entire mass should conform in area to the space in which it goes. If illustrations are to
be used they should face the lettering. Otherwise they detract attention from the copy.

With rare exceptions, the best of lettering loses its effectiveness if indifferently spaced and aligned. Mediocre, or even
poor lettering is to be preferred if cleverly arranged. The aim should be for general effect rather than perfection of detail.
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The light and heavy lines are produced automatically when pen tesolution engrossed upon real sheepskin.
is held in normal writing position.
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The simplicity of the illumi-
nation is pleasingly effective.
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A representative example of 1lluminated engrossing. Original
worked up in wonderfully blended colors and bright gold
combinations on a parchment, size 15 x 21.
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A standard example of lavout used on the average resolution, illuminated
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A few examples of diploma filling lettered with ITunt’s “Imperial” and Style “C” Speedball pen
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Rule five guide lines with hard pencil for each line of copy.
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our pens occasionally to keep the writing tip clean and sharp.
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Original lettered on a 9 x 14 card with a No, 2 Style ““C” Speedball
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and retouched with a Hunt’s “Imperial” flexible writing pen No. 101.
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Splendid examples of engrossing and illuminating by Mr. I. M. Kelechner. Particular attention is ealled to the decoration,
which 1s worked up in pleasing colors in harmony with the lettering.
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This example shows a modern conception of the Old English text, executed with single strokes of Style “A”

, o R Speedball pen. Broad strokes throughout are
substituted for the hair-line elements of the original text which makes it more readable.

Border is made with a black pencil on stippled drawing paper.
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George Cext-Hodified Old Fnglish

A rapid - dczcorativz and legible alphabat for Eng rossing and Card Writing
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A representative group of William Hugh Gordon’s crafty alphabets which were lettered and decorated on half sheet cards in snappy colors.
The stunts and decorations are a combination air brush and show-card color handling,
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MODERN SHOW CARDS |

The idea of what constitutes a GOOD SHOW CARD varies according to individual taste and locality. Each com-
munity has its ideals, based principally on the ability of its most accomplished artist, whose efforts are usually copied by

others.

The main object of a display card or advertisement is its selling power. It should be sufhciently attractive to arrest
attention. Its appearance should be such as will add value to the merchandise. Its arrangement must be of a nature that

is easily readable at a glance.

If decorations or illustrations are used, let them be relative to the subject. Remember: a bunch of painted roses on
the corner of a display card would not ordinarily boost the merits of automobile tires.

Perfect lettering does not always mean a GOOD card. Heavy stereotyped designs, massive cut-outs, colonial pillars,
stucco decorations, marbleized arches and a stiff carved-out appearance in lettering are suggestive of tombstones. They
look as though they were made to last forever, and subconsciously suggest age, decay, or last season’s merchandise.
This class of work may be beautiful to look upon, but it does not sell goods. It preserves them. Let your work have the
appearance of freedom of movement, grace, speed and individual technique. This can only be acquired by intelligent,

persistent practice with proper materials.

For any kind of pen lettering, a good quality of litho cardboard is best, the specially prepared smooth surface per-
mits the pen to be drawn in any direction, insuring evenness of edges, and with ordinary care the ink will not spread as
on the more porous surfaces, such as used for brush work.

PROFESSIONAL OPINION OF THE SPEEDBALL PEN

“It’s a great little ‘time cheater.” What makes it superior to the
media heretofore available for broad pen work, is the ink retaining device.”
—Laud Hamilton, First Prize Winner, Signs of Timrs

“The Speedball does the small lettering trick faster and better than
any other device for the show-card man.”
—C. T. Frykman, Standard Show-Card Works, Chicago.

“T consider the Speedball Pen a wonderful device for boldface, rapid
lettering—the ink feed is perfect.”
—FE., J. Nowak, Instructor, Economist Training School, New York.

“The Speedball lettering and drawing pen 1s well named—and its
work has a distinctive character.”
—George J. Cowan, Instructor, Koester School, Chicago.

Carl F. Meier, winner of many lettering display contests, savs: ‘‘The

Speedball is superior to all other lettering pens. It’s a wonder in ‘a burst
of speed.””’

_ “Ihe letterers and commercial artists should be particularly interested
in this pen. I signed 171 letters in three dips with the small size. It’s
a great time saver.”

| —Rowland W. Jolly, Business Manager, Business Journal; The
Magazne of Commereial Education, New York.

“I am particularly pleased with the Speedball pens. We find them
valuable aids in the teaching of lettering in our high school Art Depart-
ment.”-——Clara P. Reynolds, Supervisor, Secattle.

Speedball pens are specifically recommended by Maxwell L. Heller, Art
Instructor of the Theodore Roosevelt IHigh School, New York, and popular
writer on the subject of hand lettering.
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-~ Note «— Accentuate all Down Strokes~Spurs and Ovals.

o WA P i b - -

e

Original was lettered on a smooth black card, size 9 x 14, with Numbers 4 and 5 Speedballs.
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Chn Eccentric S 1ngle Stroke
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Size of original drawing, 10 x 14 inches, lettered with white ink on black cardboard with Style “C” Speedball, “The Romitalic Pen.”’
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This page- original 11 x 14 inches, written with
white ink using a Style A. N¢ 5 Speedball .

Original, 10 x 14 inches. Use a Speedball pen that will make a stroke the exact width oi the finest line;
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the wider elements made by two or more strokes side by side.
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A combination brush and Speedball “‘stunt’ poster by

William Hugh Gordon.
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A recommendation that speaks for itself—lettered on black card

with white Speedball ink.
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