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Branching Processes in the Analysis
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Summary. It is shown how the theory of branching processes can be
applied in the analysis of the expected height of random trees . In particular,
we will study the height of random binary search trees, random k -d trees,
quadtrees and union-end trees under various models of randomization . For
example, for the random binary search tree constructed from a random
permutation of 1, . . ., n, it is shown that H„/(c log (n)) tends to 1 in probabil-
ity and in the mean as n - oo, where H„ is the height of the tree, and c

=4.31107 . . . is a solution of the equation c log (2e / = 1. In addition, we
~c ~

show that H„ -clog (n) = O (/log (n) loglog (n)) in probability .

1 . Introduction

The purpose of this note is to introduce a simple technique which can be used
in the study of the height of some types of random trees . Heights of random
trees can be studied by means of a detailed analysis of the generating function
of the number of trees with height not exceeding a given value : see for example
[9, 18, 34, 29] for several kinds of ordered trees, and the survey papers by [13]
for other trees including binary trees . The height of random tries is studied in
[11, 14, 15, 24-2G, 28] . This approach has been particularly successful for trees
in which randomness is defined by making- each of the possible shapes equally
likely.

For the random binary search tree, under the standard random permu-
tation model for the data, a veriety of techniques have been used in the
analysis of various quantities. For example, the result that the expected depth
of the n-th node in an n-node tree is asymptotic to 2 log (n ) can be found in
most textbooks on data structures and algorithms [1, 2, 19, 20] . The expected

CR Categories : 3 .74, 5 .25, 5 .5

* Research of the author was sponsored by NSERC Grant A 3456 and by FCAC Grant EQ-1678

© Springer-Veriag 1987



278

height is known to be asymptotic to 4 .31107 . . . log (n) [30, 11, 16] . In this note
we would like to provide the readers with a simple general technique for
studying the expected height of trees including the expected height of the
random binary search tree . The method is based upon simple properties of
branching processes. This is a situation in which the techniques seem more
important than the results. We will briefly indicate how they can be applied to
other trees too such as random multidimensional search trees and union-find
trees, but we do not imply anything about the usefulness of these particular
trees. Furthermore, there is a severe penalty for the added simplicity : we will
only be able to obtain the first term in the asymptotic expansions . In addition,
several new results will be proved . For example, if Hn is the height of a
random tree on n nodes, then

H,~

	

. .-~ 1 in probability
c log(n)

and
E (H n ) c log (n),

where c is a given constant . Note that "in probability" is to be taken in the
standard probability theoretical sense. In combinatorial jargon this corre-
sponds to "almost all". Thus, the first statement can be rephrased as follows
for all e >0, almost all permutations of 1, . . . , 'n yield trees of height H n between
(c ---s) log (n) and (c+E) log (n) gas n--* oo .

Occasionally, there will be explicit probability bounds with various uses,
but the method is generally not designed to yield unlimited asymptotic ac-
curacy in expansions of quantities such as E (Hj . It is also not designed to
solve the problem of the asymptotic distribution of H, which in the case of
the random binary search tree appears to be rather difficult to obtain by any
method. Nevertheless, we will illustrate how some possibly suboptimal but
useful tail estimates can be constructed for the difference H n --- c log (n) .

2. Some Results from Branching Processes

In this section we will define some terms and recall fundamental properties of
branching processes . For proofs, the reader is referred to [17]. The particular
branching process of use to us is the Galton-Watson process, which can be
defined as follows . Assume that we have a population at time (generation) o of
one element. Each element in each generation is replaced in the next genera-
tion by a random number (say, X) of elements with given distribution :

P (X = i) = p~

	

(i = o, 1, 2, . . . ) .

These replacements are independent of each other, and the probability vector
pay pl? . . . is fixed. Thus, at time 1, we have X elements, and at time 2

	

;

where X, X 1 , . . . are i .i .d. random variables. The total population size at time 7Z

is Z . The first result needed here concerns the extinction or survival of the
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Species. The most important parameters governing the asymptotic behavior of
Z n are the mean 1u of X and the variance .2 of X.

Theorem 1 . The extinction probability theorem . Let Z,, be a Gallon- Watson
process defined by a probability vector with mean ii . Then,

P(limZn=o)=-1-P(limZA =-
n-, as

	

-i o0

where q -=1 if u c 1 or i =1, p o > 0 and o g c 1 otherwise .

The parameter q, the probability of eventual extinction, also characterizes
the branching process . It is o only if p0=o. At a crucial point, we will need an
inequality connecting q with the distribution of X . We have :

Theorem 2 . In a Garton-Watson process with parameters u > 1 and 62 c co, Z,/jc"
tends in distribution to a nonnegative random variable W where

E(W)=1,
Q

Var(W) µZ_µ ,

Consequently,

If only p o, p f

P(W=0)=q.

ii

. . . , PM are positive, then

~1-q?
~-1

P
i

r
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Proof of Theorem 2 . Only the last two inequalities require a few words of
explanation. By the one-sided Cantelli inequality (see e .g. [27], p. 145) or [32],

P(W=0) <	
Var (W)

	

_ Var(W)

-Var(W)+E2

(N) Var(W)+1It is important to note that the process grows roughly speaking as YVµ" where
W is a random variable, which is strictly positive when po =0, and which is

positive with probability 1-q in all cases .
The last inequality can be obtained as follows . Let

M
f(s)=

-o

be the generating function for the branching process, where se [0, 1] . Then the

obvious inequality

)=q



ego

implies
M

f(s)C> ~\1 -MI P`+> M
-o

It is known that q is equal to the value of s for which f(s) =s. Thus the
solution of

M
SM

provides an upper bound for q . To obtain a good approximation of this value,
we first find the pointt u where the derivative of the upper bound is l, i .e .

u=ACM-~

We certainly have q u, and in view of the convex nature of the polynomial in

s, we also have c q 1 --

	

uM, which gives us

1-q>--(1

	

_-uM)>_	
1µM

3. The Random Binary Search Tree

We define a random binary search tree as a binary search tree constructed
from a random permutation of 1, . . ., n, where all permutations are equally
likely, and insertion is carried out in the standard manner . The height I n is the
number of nonempty levels minus one. In this section, we establish a crucial
link between random binary search trees and trees of random variables . The
root of a random binary search tree splits the n -1 remaining elements in two
sets, one for each subtree, where the size of the left subtree is distributed as
[n U], and U is a uniform [o, 1 ] random variable. Ignoring the floor function
for a second, the subtrees are roughly distributed as (n U, n(1 -- U)} . Each of the
subtrees can be split in a similar fashion, requiring this time two new uniform

[o, 1] random variables. This process can be repeated at all levels . In this
manner we obtain a tree of products of uniform random variables. More
formally, let Tk be a complete binary tree with k full levels of edges . The total
number of edges is 21+22+ . . . + 2" =2" +1 - 2. We will use the symbol p for a
path from root to leaf (there are 2" such paths in Tk) . Consider all edges
pairwise in level order and from left to right, and associate with each pair an
independent random vector distributed as (U, 1- U) where U is uniformly
distributed on [o, 1] . For a path p in Tk, we define the path value V(p) by

V(p)=flX1
ZEp

pisM ._ 1-AA + sM
~

.

=s
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where X; is the uniform random variable associated with edge i on path p •
Thus, there are 2" different path values V(p) . The difficulty arises from the fact
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that the V(p)'s are heavily correlated . We are in particular interested in the
maximal value of the V(p)'s. Let us define

0 1

	

(k=0)
Lmax V(p) (k > 0)

p

Theorem 3. Let n >_ 1, k >_ 1 be given integers . . Then the height H„ of a random
binary search tree on n nodes is related to the random variables Z k via the
following inequalities :

/

	

\

	

/ k
P'

/
Zk >_ n l < P(H„>_k)<P IZk_ n / < 2 k P' lj

where Ul , . . ., Uk are i.i.d. uniform [0, 1] random variables .
Theorem 3 is proved in [11] by induction on k . It suffices to note that sizes

of the subtrees of the root of an n-node tree are at most n U, n(1- U) and at
least n U -1, n(1- U) -1, where U is a uniform [0, 1] random variable, and to
apply this observation in the induction proof . The rightmost inequality is a
Bonferroni inequality (see e .g . [22]) for the union of events .

The height H„ can be studied via the inequalities of Theorem 3 . In particu-
lar, probabilistic upper bounds for H„ are easily obtained because the product
of k independent uniform random variables has a simple explicitly known
distribution. Unfortunately, since k will typically be of the order of log (n), the
inequalities of Theorem 3 are not strong enough to study the second term of
any asymptotic theory for H,,, because about loglog (n) is lost in the process .
This is the price paid for the transition from H n ?t0 Zk .

In Theorem 5 below, we obtain the announced upper bounds . We are
particularly_ careful in our estimation because the inequalities obtained there
will be useful to obtain at least a rough idea of the size of the second (i .e. the
loglog (n)) term. Lower bounds for H„ follow by the careful application of
Theorems 1-2 on branching processes . They are presented in Theorems 6 and
7. Collecting all of this, we will prove the following result :
Theorem 4. Let H„ be the height of a random binary search tree . Then

and

H„
c log (n) -+ 1 in probability

E(Hn)r...' clog (n)
where c=4.31107 . . . is the solution of clog I?e =1 ; c>_2 .

Theorem 5. Let H~ be the height of a random binary search tree on n nodes. For
k >_ log (n), n>_ 1,

P(H„>_k)<_ (21og (n))'`

	

2e log (n)lk

	

1
i

	

log (n)

	

t

	

k

	

1

	

log (n) lnk . (1- k+l )

	

2 k 1 k+1)
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Let c be as in Theorem 4, and let d be defined by d =2(1C) . Then,
- c

lim lim sup P(H„ >_ clog (n)+d loglog (n) +M) =0 .
M-a, n-~a,

I n particular, for all c>0,

lim P(H„ >_ (c+c) log (n)) = 0,
n-+ ao

lH -clog (n)
urn p l.

to to n
	 >_d+E I

lim sup
E(H„) -clog (n) ~ d

loglog (n)

Proof of Theorem S. From the upper bound in Theorem 3, and the fact that a
product of k independent uniform random variables is gamma (k) distributed,we see that

P(Hfl _~k)_~2 k P(G~1og(fl)),

where G k is a gamma (k) random variable . By partial integration of the gamma
density, it is not difficult to verify that for y >0,

l k

	

\ /

	

2

	

3
P~G'`<y/-'k! e-y)/\Il+k+l +(k+ )(k+2)+(k+l)(k+2)(k+3)+

The right-hand-side is at most equal to

Y
k+1

at least when y < k +1 . This upper bound is asymptotically optimal when y
= 0(k), and k -> oo . This is precisely the domain we are interested in, and it is
thus not necessary to look any further for better bounds . The first inequality of
Theorem 5 follows by replacing y by log (n), and by applying Stirling's approxi-

mation to k ! (i .e., k !

Next, replace k by c log (n) + d loglog (n) + x where x is a large number at
least equal to M. Then, in view of

\k
'k!>_ ~-1 2nk,

it is clear that, if we use C for some finite constant,

L. Devroye
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log (P(H„ >_ k)) <_ k log (2e 1kg~n~
\ -log (n) -Z log (k) + C

= k log' e
'

-k log' 1 +dleg log( n)+ x ) log (n) -?log (k) + C

_ (log (n)) (clog (k-)/ -1 ) +(d loglog (n) +x) (10

- 2loglog (n) + C+0(1)

=(loglog(n)) (d 1
c

	 c 2) +x 1 c C +C+o(1)

x 1 c
=	+C+o(1)

C

1 c
+C+o(1).

C

The right-hand-side of this chain tends to - oo if we first let n tend to cc, and
then M. This concludes the second statement of Theorem 5. The only trouble-
some part left in the theorem concerns the statement about E(H). Let us
rewrite the first inequality of the theorem as follows

P(Hn ~k)~cb k .

Note that for k >_ log (n),
~ l2 log (n), ~

k+1=1 k +,l 1

Define K = clog (n) + (d + E) loglog (n) where 13>0 . Then,

E(H„)= ~ P(Hk)
k_ 1

<g+ ~ p(H„>k)
k= K+ 1

ao

K+

	

4k
k= X+ 1

-

	

~

	

°° l2iog (n) \k
+ K+l k_0 ~ K+1

1

=K+o(1)

by the first part of the theorem. D

4'K+ 1
(2log(n) 1
\I(+1

283
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Let us now get to work on the most difficult part, a lower bound for H n .
First, we will prove the simplest form, namely that H,~ must be at least c log (ii) .
Later, in Theorem 7, a more refined argument will be presented which will give
us an idea of how close H n is to c log (n ) . In the proof of Theorem 7, the
different parameters found in the proof of Theorem 6 will be optimized, and
without new ingredients in the proof, no better estimates of H~ - c log (n) can
be obtained. Since this balancing of parameters is tedious and uninspiring,
Theorem 7 and its proof are put in a separate section which can be skipped
without loss . If the reader wants to see how Theorems l, 2 are applied in the
derivation of a lower bound, he must of course take a close look at the proof
of Theorem 6, which is based in part upon a method developed in [6, 7] .

Theorem G. Let c be as in Theorem 4, and let H n be the height of a random
binary search tree on n nodes . Then, for all c >0,

lim P (H„ < (c - E) log (n)) = 0.

Also,

lim inf E(H71) >_ l .
clog(n) -

Proof of Theorem 6. We will use the shorthand notation k for L(c -E) log (n)] .
This integer k needs to be decomposed as follows :

k=r+l 1k1
r 1 .

Here r and l are integers, which in Theorem 6 take fixed values . The value of
k-r

l
must also be integer. In Theorem 7, the values of r and 1 will depend

upon n. The least crucial integer is r, so after having fixed l, the integer r can
be adjusted to make k -r a multiple of 1 . For the time being, we can thus take
re [1, 2l}. The complete tree Tk of Theorem 3 is split up as follows : consider a
complete top tree Tr having 2r leaves. Each leaf is the root of a complete
subtree Tk_ r . From Theorem 3, we recall that

P(H n ~k)~P(Z k ~
l+k

)1

which in turn is at least equal to the probability that at least one of the
l+k

subtrees rooted at those leaves of Tr for which V(p)?4
- r has Zk _ r ?4r --.-r

n

Assume for the time being that we have shown that the probability that for

one fixedxed subtree Tk _ r, Zk -r >
r l + k

4	 is at least equal to 1 -- q . Then, if N is
n

the number of paths in Tr for which V(p) ? 4 r, it is clear that for any integer s ,

P (Hn k)? E (1- qN)? (1- qs)p (N ? s) .

71 -'00
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Consider now the following branching process : start with a population of size

1 . The number of children of each element is 1 or 2 with equal probability .

Then, /1=,3 and a 2 c oo . Also, the extinction probability of this branching

process is o . Thus, by Theorem 2, there exists a positive random variable W
n

Such that the population size N after n iterations divided by (3/2) tends in
distribution to W. In particular, for every >0, we can in a number ca >
Such that P(N ca(3/2)") is at least 1- o for all n large enough. The branching

process is identified with our tree Tr

as follows

. The root node has two

outgoing edges, with associated with it the pair of random variables (U, 1- U)
where U is uniformly distributed on [o, 1] . We "keep" the two substrees if

both U and 1--- U are at least 4, and keep only the subtree corresponding to
max(U, 1-- U) otherwise. Both events have equal probability z . This pruning

process is repeated for all nodes . After having considered r levels of nodes, we
end up with N surviving paths, each having the property that V(p) ? 4

r .

As

seen above, for all (5>0, there exists ca

> o such that

P(H k) (1-q`a(W)(1-(5) .

If g

c 1 is fixed (not

dependent upon n), then the lower bound is at least 1-2(5
for all r large enough. Thus, it suffices to prove that for the first subtree Tk-r ,
there exists a fixed q smaller than 1 .

To prove the existence of such a value of q, we apply the theory of
branching processes once again. Start with a population of size 1, the root of
Tk

_

r . This element has between o and 2' children, according to the following
rule : include all paths p of length i starting at the root, for which

V(P) ? e'3 . z) . For each child, repeat the same process . If this branching
k

--,-

r
process survives, then it surely survives after

	

generations, and the pro-d k-r
ducts of the values of V(p) along paths of length 1	 k r in the original

itree are at least

e(- 2/ ~

	

=Q

I  k-r k-r
c\% E
2

	

e
'

	

'

(c---c) log (n)
E

E
2c--E

n

> 4r l 1 + k,
n 1

r 1+kfor all n large enough . Thus, P Zk _ r ? 4	 ? P (Branching process sur-

vives). From Theorem 1, we see that it if we can verify that for this branching
process, A U> 1, then the probability of survival is a positive constant, which in
our case will not depend upon n. This would then conclude the proof of the
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first part of the theorem . But clearly, if U1 , U2 , . . . are i. i .d. uniform [o, 1 ]
random variables, and G r is a gamma (l ) random variable, then

l

IL -21PUi~e c 2
i=1

I

E

	

l

	

1

e c-2
8

c- 2

r

K 2

C.
EE

Zee
C

2

	

1

2~l'1
'

Here we used Stirling's approximation. By definition of c, the exponential term
is greater than (1 + a) 1 for some a > o depending upon e . Thus, for all 1 large
enough, 1u>1 . Choose such a fixed value for l.

This leaves us with the statement about E(H) . Obviously,

E(H„) >_ (c - E) log (n) P (H„ >_ (c-e) log (n)) %s(c - s) log (n)

for all s >0. This concludes the proof of Theorem . 6. p

4. A More Precise Lower Bound

The purpose of this section is to prove that for a random binary search tree,
H„ -clog (n) is O(1/log (n) loglog (n)) in probability . This is essentially done by
a careful adjustment of the parameters in the proof of Theorem 6 . We do not
claim that this is optimal . For example, an improvement of the inequality of
Theorem 2 for branching processes could possibly affect the size of the second
term in the lower bound .

Theorem 7. Let c be as in Theorem 5, and let s > o be arbitrary. Then, for a
random binary search tree with n nodes,

lim P(H„ <_ clog (n) -(1 +s) K j/log (n) loglog (n)) =0,
n --+ rx,

where
(log (4) -1/c) log (3)
4(1-1/c) log(3/2)

L. Devroye
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Also,

Proof of Theorem 7 . We will use the notation of the proof of Theorem 6 . The
constant L is defined by

log (3/2)
L-'/4(1 -1/c)(log(4)-1/c)log(3)'

We will work with the following values for 1 and k :

1= [L/iog (n) loglog (n) J,

k = Lc log (n) -(1+ E) K /log (n) loglog (n) J .

Furthermore, r is the unique integer in [r0 , r o +1) for which	 is integer,
where

log (2)
ro = 1 log()

Let us recall first that if 1- q is the survival probability of the first of the 2r
branching processes started at the leaves of 7 ., then

P(Hn > k) > (1-q`b(+Y)(1-8) .

We recall that 5>0 is arbitrary, and that ca > 0 is a given function of S only .
The inequality is valid for all r large enough,' i .e. for all n large enough. The
lower bound is 1-S -0(1) if

()r log(q)

	

i-'-co

as n -> co. This is in turn satisfied if

2'log (R) -• -co.

The branching processes in the 2' subtrees Tk_, are now defined in the
following manner : each element has between 0 and 2 1 descendants where a
descendant corresponds to a path of length 1 having

V(p) >_ (1 +k 4,)I

We will call this event E. It is easy to see that for paths of length k in the
pruned tree Tk , we have

V(p) ~ 1 + k
n

i

as required. For one of the individual branching processes in a subtree Tk _ r ,
we apply the inequality of Theorem 2, which states that the probability of

lim inf -
E(H„) -c log (n) ~ _K

i/log (n) loglog (n)n -' 00

287
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eventual survival 1- q is at least
2'p-1

2'

where p is the probability of the event E. In particular, we see that

1-q_>(1 +o(1))p

when 2'p -• cc . But because log (q) _< -(1-q), this would also imply 21 log (q) -->
- oo as required above. The remainder of the proof boils quite simply down to
a verification of the condition 2` p -+ cc. Note that

and

p=PIGS _<1

_°P(Gl _<_1 (l+a„))
c

where G, is a gamma ( 1) random variable, and a„ is a sequence of numbers
tending to 0 (this will be verified below). By an inequality for gamma random
variables, we have

log (n) -log (1 + k) -r log (4)1
k-r

l( 1,+ an) 2' -' (1 +a )
2I
p?

	

e
C

	

Z .

e(1 +an) t 2'

	

t (I +an)
ec

c

	

2~t
2e _ 1 i

	

1

	

x
- •-

	

a

	

e c
an(1+a

G

	

~Znl
1

	

l Iog(l +a„) _ a„ - Iog(l)
e

The exponent in the last expression is

la„ (1- L) -4 loglog(n)+O(Ia;, ) +O(logloglog(n)) .

After resubstitution of our value of l, we see that the exponent tends to 0o if

1
lim inf loglog (n) > 4(1-1/c)'

la

loglog (n) l
log (n)

We can verify this quite easily : we start from
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la„

	

i i log (n)
loglog (n) ~ L a" 1/ loglog (n)

=L
log (n)

x
V loglog (n)

log (n)

	

log (n) -log (1 + k) -r log (4) - (k C r,

~lo to nlog(n)

Lx ((1+E)
K _

	

r

	

(log(4)-1) +0(1))
1/log (n) loglog (n) ~

~ L x ((1+c)K lol (3/2) (log(4)_)+o(1))
cg

(since r <_ L /log (n) loglog (n)
log (3) 1

log (3/2)

hL x (EK+1Llog(3)g(3/2)
(1og(4)_))~

I since K = l00
g

32 (log (4) - ~) x 2L)
log (3/2)

1
X 4(1-1/c)

when L is=as indicated at the outset of the proof. Similarly, it is trivial to show
that a„ = O ( j/loglog (n)/log (n)). This concludes the proof of the theorem . p

5. Multidimensional Trees

The results of this paper can be used in the analysis of the expected height of
some multidimensional data structures . The k -- d tree [5] is a straightforward
generalization of the binary search tree for d-dimensional data . The difference
is that at each level of the tree a different coordinate is used for splitting a
subset of Rd in two parts . For example, at even levels of a 2 -d tree, cuts
perpendicular to the x-axis are made, and at odd levels, cuts perpendicular to
the y-axis are made. In general, we have a sequence d 1 , d 2 , . . . where d i is the
index of the axis to be cut at the i-th level . Although this sequence is typically
1, 2, . . ., d, 1, 2, . . . , d, 1, 2, . . ., d, 1, 2, . . ., there is no restriction whatever on it
for our analysis . One could thus have 1, 1, 1, 1, . . . in which case a binary
search tree is obtained. Assume that the data consists of an i.i.d. sequence of d-
dimensional random vectors with the property that all marginal distributions

log (1 + k) + r log (4)
log(n)

-1
k-r

c log (n)

289
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are nonatomic (this is to avoid duplicates among some coordinate values) .
Then for the first split, the random permutation model holds, as for the binary
search tree . For subsequent splits, one can verify that this random permutation
model is still valid regardless of which coordinate is cut . Thus, the height H nhas precisely the same distribution as in the one dimensional case, and all
results given for the binary search tree remain valid . The same can be said if
the data consistss of a randomly permuted sequence of n points in R d having
the property that there are no duplicates among the coordinate values .

The point quadtree in R d [12] generalizes the binary search tree in a
different way . Each data point is a node in a tree having 2" subtrees corre-
sponding to the quadrants formed by considering this data point as the new
origin. The process of inserting into point quadtrees is analogous to that used
in binary search trees. Search operations using point quadtrees are analyzed by
[4] and [23] . Because of the large branching factor, point quadtrees seem
ideally suited for parallel (multiprocessor) environments . For a survey of
quadtrees, see [31] . Under the i.i.d. model given above for the k ---d tree, the
height H n of the point quadtree has a distribution which depends upon the
distribution of the data points. For example, if the data points are uniformly
distributed on the diagonal of the unit hypercube of R d , then H,~ is distributed
as for the binary search tree. In a sense this is the worst case, since the
branching factor (2 d) is of no help in making the tree flatter . For the sake of
simplicity, we will assume that the data points are i .i.d. random vectors with
independent components, and that each component has a nonatomic distribu-
tion. But as far as the distribution of the depths of the nodes is concerned, this
is equivalent to assuming that the data points are uniformly distributed on the
unit hypercube of R d. Thus, the root point (U1 , . . ., U ) splits the space into 2 d
quadrants, and the number of data points ending up in these quadrants is
multinomially distributed with parameter n -1 (for the total cardinality) and
probabilities U 1 Uz . . . Lid , Ul Uz . . . Ud (1- Ud), etcetera . In other words, the
fundamental inequality of Theorem 3 remains valid because it was based upon
precisely this observation. However, in the definitions of V(p) and Zk , every
occurrence of one uniform random variable has to replaced by a product of d
independent uniform random vectors. For example, we have in the notation of
Theorem 3,

dk
P(Z k ~

l+k
)~P(H n ~k)~P(Z k l ) c2dkP

<
( j-j U~? 1 1,

where U1 , . . . are i.i.d . uniform [o, 1 ] random variables. In the proofs of
Theorems 6 and 7, the parameters k, 1, r can all formally be replaced by d k, dl,
dr. In particular, we see that for the quadtree with the independent component
model,

-} - 1n probability,c log(n) d
and

11111 E(H)
n-~ ao c log (n) C
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In other words, the quadtree is about d times flatter than the binary search
tree. If flatness is measured in terms of the expected value of the depth of a
randomly picked node, computations much simpler than the ones given in this
paper show that the same is true, i.e. the expected depth is asymptotic to
2 log (n) (versus 2 log (n) for the random binary search tree) . Thus, if searchingd
is done by applying d binary decisions for each node, we have a status quo . On
the other hand, if d parallel processors are used when moving down the tree, a
speed-up of about d can be expected over the random binary search tree, at
least if communication time between the parallel processors is ignored .

6. The Union-Find Tree

In this section we consider the height of a random tree which occurs in the
well-known tree-structured set-union algorithm (see e .g . [2], pp. 184-189, or
[33]}. The algorithm is sometimes called the union-find algorithm and the
corresponding problem the equivalence or set union problem . In this data
structure, each element in 1, . . ., n has a parentpointer parent [i], 1 _c i n. In-
itially, each element defines one singleton set, which is indicated by setting
parent [i] : -= i. Sets with more than one element are organized as trees, and the
name or label of a set is the name of the root of the tree . The two operations
of interest are

Find(i) :

	

(returns the name of the set tp which belongs)
j .- i .

i
WHILE parent[j]4j Do j : =parent[/] ;
RETURN (j}

Union (i, j) : (union of sets rooted at i and j respectively)
parent [j] : = j .

The cost of a union is constant . Its contribution to the total time taken by
a sequence of k finds and m unions is proportional to m . The more interesting
contribution to the total time comes from the find operations . Here we equate
time with the number of comparisons "parent [j] +j" in the WHILE statement .
The number of sets in the partition of 1, . . ., n is nonincreasing . Thus, it makes
sense to analyze the time taken by a sequence union(find (xj, find (yj), 1 _c i c n,
such that at the end of this sequence all points belong to the same set . A
sequence (x,, yi) is said to be legal if after i -1 iterations, find(x 1) + find(y i) . We
look at the shape of the final tree . This is important because the time required
for one find operation is bounded by the time required for one find operation
after the elements have all been put in the same set . In the structure of the
final tree, we distinguish between L n i, . . ., L,, n , the levels of elements 1, . . ., n
(the level of the root is defined as o), and Hn = max

	

the height of the tree .
I5i5n

Since these random variables are only determined by how v is distributed in
the union (u, v ) operations, all that will be said below will be valid for the
following general situation :
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At each iteration, choose (u, v ) in such a way that u v and that both u and
v are uniformly distributed over all possible sets . (Note that we do not specify
how xi and y; are picked within the selected sets .)

It is instructive to see how large the level of an individual element is, before
looking at the height of the tree . To do this, consider B, o cp c 1, a Bernoulli
(p) random variable :

	

P

P(Bp =1) =1- P(Bp = o) = p .

It is clear that Ln 1 , . . ., Lnn are identically distributed random variables with
distribution equal to

PI

n

L. Devroye

(1)
i= 2

where the Bernoulli random variables are independent . This follows from the
observation that whenever element 1 is in find (y), its level increases by 1 . The
level of element 1 remains unchanged when it is in find (x 1 ).

n
Theorem 8. 1. E(L„ 1 ) _ ~ 1/i ~ log n .

i- 2
2. Var (L„ 1 ) ' log n.
3. L„ 1/log n -~ 1 in probability as n -~ cc .
4. (L 1i - log n)/log n tends in distribution to a normal (0, 1) random variable .

Proof of Theorem 8. Part 1 is trivially true. For part 2, we observe that
Var (L„ 1 ) is equal to

(1/i-1/i2) .
i _-_ 2

This in turn is equal to log (n) + 0(1) . For part 3, we need only show that

1 / 1/i -> 1 in probability.

But by Chebyshev's inequality, we have for all s >0,
n

L~ 1 --

	

1/i

Var (L„ 1)/(E2 (log n) Z)
=0(1).

Part 4 follows without work from parts 1 and 2 by Lindeberg's version of the
central limit theorem (see e.g. [10], pp. 290-291). This concludes the proof of
Theorem 8. Q

Let us now turn to the study of the height of the final tree . We will begin
with the following upper bound, which is once again the easy half of the
analysis .

Theorem 9. 1 . For c >0, P(H„ >(1 + E) log n) 5 c` n/nil +`) Iogci +e>-E~ WhePe c

=eY+ 2~ and y is Euler's constant .
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2. If E" is any sequence of positive numbers tending to 0o as n --+ co, then
p(H e log n + EJ -~ O as n - co .oa .

n-
3. E(Hn)ce logn+O(1) .

proof of Theorem 9 . For x > 0,

,P(Ln 1 x) c E(etLn' et'') (t >0) (Jensen's inequality)
"P :l~ t

	

1
._e+1~ .. ~

-tx+

	

(e; --1)
Ce

--tx+ logn+y+ f (e`-1)
Ce

	

2n
= eet- 1 e -tx+ (logn)(et- 1)

Here we used a well-known inequality for the harmonic series (see e .g. [19,
20]). The second factor in the upper bound is minimized with respect to t for
the value t =log (x/log n) . Thus, for x >_ log n,

x _
p(L

	

x) Clog n 1 e - log n+ x- x log x+ x loglong
n1

In particular, if we replace x by (1 + E) log n, then we obtain the inequality in
part 1, after observing that

p (Hn ~ x) ~ n .P (Ln 1 ~ x) .

Part 2 of Theorem 9 follows from part 1 : take s = e ---1 + 5,,, where 5 , ~ . Note
that with this choice,

	

,

(1 + s)(log (l +e) -1 )' 5 .

Thus, using the notation of part 2, with s,,=log n,

Ce-1+o(1)
P (Hee log n -- ' E n) C	(1 + 0(1)) a n log ne

Part 3 can be shown as follows :

E(H) = f P(H„>_x)dx
0

00
<_elogn+ f P(H„>elogn+x)dx

0

=elogn+ f lognP(H„>(e+u)logn)du
0
00 Ce+a- 1

<_ e log n+ flog n	u	 dun(u+e)(log(l+e))e -tx
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00

	

-2u(u+e)
<_elogn+ce -l logn f c"n ze+u du

	

(use log (1-~u
) 2u

o

	

\

	

\

	

el -2e-+-u/

5e logn+ce -1 logn f r
\-

l)udu

	

use u+e ~ 1l
o n

	

( u+2e - 21
= e log n + ce -1 log n/log (n/c)
=e log n+0(1),

which was to be shown. This concludes the proof of Theorem 9. Q
In Theorem 9, we have shown that the expected height of the final tree is at

most e times the expected depth. Also, the probability that the height is much
larger than e log n is extremely small in view of the exponential bound given in
part 1 of Theorem 9 . We will now show that it is very unlikely that H n is
smaller than (e -E) log (n) for any s >0 :
Theorem 10. For a random union-find tree with n elements, we have

and
e log (n)

--} 1 in probability

L. Devroye

E (H j e log (n) .

Proof of Theorem 10 . In view of Theorem 9, we need only be concerned with
lower bounds here. Also, the lower bound for E(H) follows from the con-
vergence in probability . It will be convenient to work with the associated
binary tree (abbreviated to ABT below). This tree is constructed as follows
define all n elements as leaves . Internal nodes represent sets of more than one
element. When two sets with roots at u and v are merged, with parent v, then a
new internal node is defined having as left subtree the tree which represents the
set containing u, and as right subtree the tree containing v . This tree has
obviously n -1 internal nodes, one for each union operation. The tree formed
by the internal nodes is called the ABT.

Let us define the left-depth of a node as the number of left edges en-
countered on the path from the node to the root, and let the left-height of the
tree be the maximal left-depth . It is clear that if E n _ 1 is the left-height of the
ABT, and H,~ is the height of the original union-find tree, then

Hn = 1 + Ln _ 1 (n? 2).

Furthermore, the ABT is distributed as a random binary search tree on n 1
nodes for the standard random permutation model . This can be seen in-
ductively : If a new first element is added, then it is merged with a randomly'
picked external node in the ABT. Since this property characterizes random
binary search trees too, we see that the ABT on n -1 nodes is distributed as a
random binary search tree on n --1 nodes . This observation is due to [2 1 ] .

In the study of E,~, it is convenient to work with an infinite complete binary'
tree T in which we associate with the edges, in level order and from left tQ
right, random variables U 1- U U

	

1- U . . . where the U.'s are x .td .
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uniform [o, 1] random variables . For a path p, we define its value V(p) as the
product of the uniform random variables encountered on the path, often, we
will use this notation for the value of a node. It is understood that in such
cases, we mean the value of the path from the node to the root . Thus, p can be
used for a path from a node to the root, and for the node itself . We will also
use LH(p), H (p) for the left-height and the height of p . The starting point of the
analysis is the following fundamental inequality :

P(L„ >_ h) >_ P( max y(p)> l +
p:

	

2

\p: LH(p) >_ h
p: H(p)h 2

To see this, note that the sizes of the subtrees of the root are distributed as
L nU,J and Ln(1 - U)] where U is a uniform [0, 1] random variable . These are
stochastically greater than n U -1 and n(1- U) -1 . If we define V(p) =1 for the
root, then the latter quantities can be rewritten as n UV(p) -1 and n(1- U) V(p)
-1 . If u, v are the children of the root, then

n UV(p) -1= n V(u) -1, n(1 - U) V(p) -1= n V(v) -1 .

By induction, we obtain that jointly for all 2 d nodes p at distance d from the
root, the sizes of the subtrees rooted at these nodes are stochastically greater
than nV(p) -d . Thus, the event [L„ >_ h] is implied by the event that one of the
nodes at leftheight h is a root of a subtree of size at least equal to one . This
event is in turn implied by the event that one of the nodes p of leftheight h has

1 +H(p)
V(p) >_	. Since it is inconvenient to have H(p) in this condition, we get

rid of it by observing that the last event is implied by the event that
max V(p) >_ (1 + h 2)/n where the maximum is taken over all nodes p of leftheight
h and H(p) <_ h 2 . This concludes the proof of our starting inequality .

From here onwards, the proof follows the lines of the proof of Theorem 6 .
Let r be a large but fixed integer, let e > 0 be an arbitrarily small constant, let 1
be another large fixed integer, and let h be defined as the largest multiple of 1
not exceeding (e -E) log (n) . Let T, be the complete binary tree of Theorem 3 .
Of its 2" leaves, we keep only those for which V(p) >_ 4 - ' . The infinite complete
binary trees rooted at these leaves will be called T(1), . . ., T(N) . Assume fur-
thermore that we have shown that the probability that T(1) has a node of

2
leftheight h, height <_ (h -r)2 and V(p) >_ 1nh 4' is at least 1-q > 0 where q

does not depend upon n and V, LH, H are all relative to the root of T(1) . In
this case, we call T(1) "good" . Then, for arbitrary b >0, there exists c a > 0 such
that for r large enough, N

P(L„ >_ h) >_ P / ' U T(i) is good)

?E(1 - qN)
>_(1-8)(1-R`°(3/2Y)
>_ 1-28.
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We have implicitly used the fact that for some node in a good tree T(i),

vQp)
1

	

4
#- ~ ~ r4_ r -1	+ h2~-

	

--	,
n

	

n

LH(p) >_ h,

H(p)<r+(h-r)2 <_h 2.

The tree T(1) is associated with a branching process in the following manner :
consider all nodes at leftheight 1, and height <_ 12 for which

1
E

y(p)~e ex
2 .

These nodes form the first generation in the branching process . Repeat this
construction for each of these nodes in turn to construct the second generation,
and so forth. If this branching process survives, then it certainly survives after
h/i iterations, and T(1) must therefore have at least one node p with the
following properties

V(p) >_

H=l

	

j= 1

e--2
H I!(e-e/2)

- ~ I `l / f (H

yHl

1) .

(U)

(e

2

	

h

E r

	

h

	

1 h 2E^2 ~, -(1±o(1)) a
log(1 +h~}+r log(4}-log(}w	 ~r .

n

h
.LH(p) ?-- l =h ;

t

H(p)< l 1 2 <_hl(h-r)2.

We note in passing that all of this remains valid for n larger than some n c
depending upon r, r, .

Let us next look at the survival probability of the branching process . A t
height H, leftheight Z, we have

nodes in T(1) . Thus, the mean µ for the branching process is

tz

	

x
µ- ~ P flU,~e e-

where the US's are i .i .d. uniform [0, 1] random variables . If we use the notation
GH for a gamma (H) random variable, then it is easily seen that

t

x=~ (~) P Gx~ t

e^ydy
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il(e- t/2) yi- 1
J

p

	

(l- 1) .

- l/(e-e/2) yl- 1 !z HyH-!
f

0

	

1 ! H=, (H -1) !

ri(e-E/2) yi-l

	

y12+1-i

o

	

(1-1)i (1- (1 2 +1-1)!

00

H=12+1 (H- i)

' dy

1

	

\'l iz+2-r

G)
1 !

	

e

	

(12 +2-1 ~
e- 2

	

e-2

e

S

2

r 1

2~1

e d y

00

y1

	

x-
v	 Y
\(H-i)!

-vdy
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as 1-~ co . Now, choose 1 large enough so that u > 1 . By Theorem 2, this fixes
the probability of survival 1 - q >0 . Going back over the proof, we see that this
allows us to fix a value of r . After having fixed r, we do not need to re-adjust
our original choice of 1, because all the estimates are valid for n ~ n 4 where
only n0 is affected by the choices of r,1. This concludes the proof of Theorem
l o.
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